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WHAT?’LL IT TAKE? 

Of all the talented wrestlers in 
WCW, Raven has to be the most 
underrated and least appreciated. 
Next would be Bret Hart, then 
Chris Jericho. Why the powers at 
WCW continue to bury these 
superstars week after week is 
something that | will never under- 
stand. | believe all three of these 
men are good enough to build a 
whole company around. Take 
Bret, for example. The WWF 
revolved around him for several 
years. Now he’s lucky if he gets a 
match on Nitro every week. The 
same for Raven and Jericho. What 
will it take to make WCW officials 
see that these three men deserve 
to be wrestling in World title 
matches, not Saturday night 
reruns? 

TAMMY GLASS 
Reading, PA 


Raven is one of the many talented 
wrestlers rotting away on the WCW 
bench, says reader Tammy Glass, who 
thinks men like Raven, Bret Hart, and 
Chris Jericho should be wrestling in 
championship matches. 
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EXTREME OPINION 

| am really disappointed by the 
anti-ECW stance that WRESTLING 
SUPERSTARS and the other maga- 
zines at London Publishing have 
adopted recently. Whether you 
experts are willing to admit it or 
not, ECW has had the biggest 
impact on the sport in the last five 
years. Even two years ago, you 
rarely saw somebody get put 
through a table in WCW or the 
WWF, and the 
term “hardcore” 
was seldom heard. 
But now the WWF 
has the Hardcore 
title and WCW has 
hardcore matches 
all the time. 

Maybe if ECW 
had a weekly show 
on a major cable 
network, you guys 
would give it the 
respect and cover- 
age it deserves. 
There must be 
some reason ECW 
is slighted month 
after month by 
your magazine, but 
| doubt it’s really 
legitimate. 

Paul Heyman 
often refers to his 
company as the 
most extreme un- 
derground move- 
ment in profession- 
al wrestling, but 
underground does 
not mean rinky- 


card once in a while; you might 
see the error of your ways. 

ROBERT EDDY 

Brooklyn, NY 


MORE BROOD! 

| would really like to see more 
stories on The Brood in your mag- 
azine. Not only do they have a 
great theatrical presence in the 
WWF, what with the bloodbaths 
and fiery ring entrance, but Gan- 


dink or amateur. For the record, WRESTLING SuPERSTARS was there when Jerry 
Maybe you people Lynn bounced Rob Van Dam off a table at Living Dan- 


should actually 


gerously. Just because we haven’t given ECW world title 
Status doesn’t mean we don’t appreciate the federation’s 


attend an ECW impacton the sport. 


grel, Edge, and Chris- 
tian are great wrestlers 
as well. The worst 
thing they could have 
done was join The 
Undertaker’s Ministry 
of Darkness. They lost 
their identity. But | 
think they can get it 
back as long as they 
stay united as a three- 
some. | think Gangrel 
and Christian could 
easily defeat Owen 
Hart and “Double-J” 
for the tag title. In clos- 
ing, | would like to tell 
you to keep up the 
good work and please 
put more stories on 
The Brood in your 

magazine. 
SUZANNA LEAR 
Dayton, OH 


NO SYMPATHY HERE 

| guess those pic- 
tures of David Flair 
(“Horrifying Locker peggy 


Many readers felt some sympathy when they saw a 
battered David Flair in the pages of our magazine. 


Woods was not one of them. She believes 


Room Photos! Paying David and his dad, Ric, both got what they deserved. 


The Price Of Being A 

Flair!” June 1999) were supposed 
to make us feel bad about what 
happened to him at Souled Out. 
And | guess we were supposed to 
feel bad for his egomaniac father, 
who can’t live with himself be- 
cause he dragged his son into that 
mess. 

Just let me say that David and 
Ric Flair both got exactly what 
they deserved. | am no fan of 
Hollywood Hogan or the NWO, 
but | am sick and tired of watching 
Ric Flair, the consummate cheater 
and turncoat, deified by wrestling 
fans just because he was sued by 
Eric Bischoff. 

Ric Flair has made a career out 
of conning, lying, and cheating. 
And | never expected his 14th 
world title reign to come about in 
any other way. Just when all the 
stupid fans start to trust him again, 
he reverts to his old tricks. 

Let the other fans jump on the 


Flair family bandwagon; | am one 

fan who has learned to never trust 
Ric Flair. 

PEGGY WOODS 

Raleigh, NC 


DREAM ON ... 

Just wanted to write and let you 
know that the June 1999 “Su- 
perstar Dream Match” (Goldberg 
and Tony Schiavone vs. Mankind 
and Jim Ross) was one of the 
most entertaining things | have 
ever read. The chances of a 
match like this happening aren't 
good, but | would pay money to 
see it if it did happen. | would pay 
anything to watch Goldberg spear 
Jim Ross. 

GARY McKEE 
Walla Walla, WA 


EVERYWHERE A SIGN 
| am very angry at the number 
(Continued on page 70) 
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IIIA I 


NLY A FEW hours had 
CO) psec since Jeff Jarrett 
and Owen Hart lost the 
WWF World tag team belts to 
Kane and X-Pac when the prob- 
lems started. But apparently the 
hard feelings are not between the 
two wrestlers. What’s causing 
some friction is the fact that Debra 
is telling people it's up to her to get 
the belts back for her men. 
“Let’s face it, honey,” Debra told 
@ WRESTLING SUPERSTARS reporter, 
“this body is deadlier than any fig- 
ure-four leglock or sharpshooter. 
Without me and my two friends, 
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Owen and Jeff wouldn’t have had 
the success they had together.” 

That kind of talk that has Jarrett 
and Hart upset. 

“| am an accomplished wres- 
tler,” Hart said. “I put in years and 
years of training on the mat. | don’t 
need her to win a title. | have a 
pedigree, and | don’t need to listen 
to those remarks.” 

Jarrett’s reaction was not quite 
as severe. “Sure, Debra’s an 
attractive woman,” he said. “Any- 
body with two eyes can see that. 
Does she distract our competition? 
| guess so. But she doesn't go out 


CII III III SII 


and wrestle the match for us, and 
she sure doesn’t take the punish- 
ment Owen and me do. | appreci- 
ate her contribution, but to say that 
Debra is the main reason we were 
champions and that we need her 
to get those belts back is getting a 
little carried away.” 

Debra, however, was non- 
plused by the comments of her 
charges and by mention of the fact 
that it was The Blue Blazer’s in- 
terference, not hers, that secured 
the title victory over Ken Sham- 
rock and Big Bossman way back 

(Continued on page 72) 


ti } fe 
Debra, Owen, and Jeff might look like one big happy family, but the buxom blonde’s mouth has 


landed her in hot water with the former WWF tag champs. Hart and Jarrett feel Debra is overesti- 
mating her contribution to their cause. 
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SUPERS TAS 


“You know, Raven and Bam Bam Bigelow 
really like to call themselves hardcore and 
extreme, but guess what: Hardcore Hak was 
puttin’ people through tables a long time before 
these two guys came along. | was the first guy to 
bring barbed wire into the ring with me, and | was 
the first wrestler to swing a Singapore cane, So 
Raven and Bigelow and anybody else who thinks 
they're hardcore better bow down before Hak and 
Chastity, ‘The King And Queen Of Hardcore.” 
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“Ric Flair is the biggest con man and cheap 
shot artist in the game, brother. Everybody in the 
world knows that Flair could never beat 
Hollywood even up. So he had to pay off Charles 
Robinson and use a tire iron he got from Arn 
Anderson in order to beat me for my belt. | was 
expecting a clean match, but | should have 
known that snake would pull some kind of under- 
handed trick. That's just like Flair to cheat his way 
to a world title. It's the only way he can win." 
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“| just can't believe how ungrateful the people 
around here in the WWF have become. A poor 
guy gets hit with a little setback and wham, 
everybody tries to take his job. Well, now that 
‘Dr. Death’ Steve Williams is back at the top of 
his game and ready to go, good ol’ J.R. is fin- 
ished taking everybody's crap. I'm just going to 
go out there and do what | do best, and that’s 
call wrestling matches. | know Steve will make 
sure I'm able to do it in peace,” 


“I can’t help but laugh when | see how peo- 
ple get all flustered whenever | flash a little 
skin. | mean, look at how easy I've made it for 
Owen and Jeff to defend their tag team belts. A 
shake here, a jiggle there, and their opponents 
forget all about the match. The only thing fun- 
nier than watching these guys go gaga over me 
is the rise | get from that jealous little sow Ivory. 
Doesn't she know by now that envy is one of 
the seven deadly sins?” 


“Next to the ECW title, I'd have to consider my 
word to be my most prized possession. So any- 
time Taz makes a promise, you better believe 
he's going to keep it. | told all you reporters that 
I'd defend my title on a regular basis, didn't 12 You 
tell me what other champion puts his belt on the 
line three times a week like | do. Does Hogan? 
Does Flair? Does Maivia? Does Austin? Hal | 
doubt it, brother. You ain't gonna find any champ 
anywhere who is busier or tougher than Taz.” 
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“I'm sick and tired of all the sad sack chumps 
trying jump to the head of the NWO line. The 
whole world saw Hollywood Hogan make me the 
leader of the NWO black and white on Nitro—the 
whole world. Why a clown like Vincent or a goof 
like Horace would want to challenge Hollywood's 
word is beyond me, but Vincent and Horace found 
out the hard way what happens when you try to 
buck Stevie Ray and Hollywood. Somebody's got 
to establish the pecking order around here.” 


THE UNDERTAKER 


“After all the years | have spent in the WWF, 
you would think that Vince McMahon might 
have learned not to question my powers, but 
like all those who doubt the far-reaching impact 
of my Ministry, ignorance has doomed them to 
an eternity of perpetual torture, and McMahon is 
no different. He has no way to counter me, and 
he is defenseless against the movement. There 
is nothing McMahon can do to prevent the 
inevitable but wait to be swallowed by the tide.” 


THE BLUE MEANIE 


“If you think Ken Shamrock got mad when 
he saw Goldust and me kissing his sister, 
Ryan, imagine how he'd react if | told him some 
of the things the three of us do when no one is 
around. Oh, boy, he'd really freak. He'd proba- 
bly get a gun and hunt all three of us down. But 
Goldust would have nothing to worry about, 
because I'd gladly take a bullet for him. In fact, 
I'd protect him with my life. After all, Goldust is 
the greatest man the WWF has ever seen.” 


ATLAS RIVERA 


“It's a real honor to be able to hold two GWA 
titles at the same time. But the best thing about 
winning the heavyweight belt from James 
Proper was the fact that he agreed to leave 
Grande Wrestling forever if | beat him. With a 
deal like that, how could | lose? | guess Proper 
thought that he and New Jack and The Pit Bulls 
were going to wipe me out like they did to my 
boy Ron Starr, but it takes more than just bully 
tactics to hold a man like Atlas Rivera down.” 
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“Yeah, losing the mask has been every bit as 
bad as | thought it would be, but it's not my 
nature to sit around and cry about things. | knew 
when | accepted the stipulation of the match 
that something could happen that would change 
my entire career. And now that | have lost the 
mask, | am closing the book on that chapter of 
my career forever. | have more important things 
to worry about now—like defending my brand 
new cruiserweight title every chance | get.” 


SCOTT STEINER 


“Man, Buff Bagwell turned out to be a real dis- 
appointment. Worse than my brother. The big 
hoochmaster pump daddy is on the way up, 
brother, and Buff was holding me back. Look 
what he did to me with that chair at Uncensored. 
His stupidity cost me the TV title. If | wanted a 
stupid partner, | would have hung on to Ricky. 
Besides, Buff wasn't Wolfpac material. Ever 
since his neck injury, all he cared about was the 
fans. Well, the fans can have him now.” 


JESSE JAMES 


‘Let's hear it for the R-O-A-D-D-O-double-G, 
the new and improved Intercontinental champi- 
on of the world. | gotta tell ya, the ‘Dogg’ has 
never been more proud then the night he won 
the I-C strap from that lowlife Val Venis. He 
made the mistake of getting involved in DX 
business and he paid for it with the Inter- 
continental strap. Hey, I'm not the type to rub 
salt in a wound, but | wouldn't mind being the 
guy who put big Val out of business.” 
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Konnan should be spending 
less time on the microphone 
(left) and more time in the ring. 
And he should certainly be 
spending a /ot less time mak- 
ing music videos if he still 
considers himself a full-time 
wrestler (opposite page). 


By Dan Murphy 


IRST OF ALL, let's get one 
FR thing clear—Konnan is no 
Sean “Puffy” Combs. Heck, 
he’s not even another Michael 
“P.S.” Hayes, another wrestler 
who somehow thought he could 
parlay his success in the ring into 
a successful recording career. 
But enough about what Kon- 
nan is not. What Konnan is is a 
talented wrestler who has the 


LATELY, WE VE SEEN 
MORE OF KONNAN'S DANCE 
MOVES THAN HIS TEQUILA 
SUNRISE FINISHER. IT'S 
TIME FOR THIS FORMER 
MEMBER OF THE WOLFPAC 
TO MAKE UP HIS MIND— 
WCW or MTV? 


WRESTLING SUPERSTARS 11 


ability to combine the quickness 
and aerial attack of a Luchadore 
with a bruising high-impact of- 
fense. He is also one of WCW's 
most popular competitors and the 
regular tag team partner of the 
immensely popular Rey Misterio 
Jr. He is a former member of the 
Wolfpac who still has some scores 
to settle with Kevin Nash, Lex 
Luger, and Hollywood Hogan. 

In other words, “K-Dogg” 
should be in the midst of the 
WCW title hunt, challenging for 
the World, U.S., or TV belts. In- 
stead, you can see him ... 

... hanging with his homeboys, 
singing, “Bow wow wow, yippee 
yo, yippee yay” in a music video? 

A video that is repeated week 
after week on both Nitro and 
Thunder, no less. It’s getting to 
the point at which even Konnan’s 
biggest supporters have to ques- 
tion exactly what his motivations 
are: Does he want to be the next 
WCW World champion or the next 
Snoop Doggy Dogg? 

Okay, so maybe we're being a 
bit too critical. Konnan has always 
explored peripheral career options 
in addition to his ring schedule. He 
has appeared in a number of soap 
operas in Mexico. He has re- 
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While his body is battling 
Horace, Konnan’s mind 
is probably on his next 
music video. 


leased a CD. He has also ex- 
pressed interest in testing the 
waters in Hollywood. 

Despite those distractions, 
Konnan’s wrestling career has 
flourished, right? Possibly. But 
how much longer can his luck 
last? 

Konnan was clearly incensed 
when Disco Inferno inserted him- 
self into Konnan’s video and made 
a mockery of his song. We can 
understand that—no one wants to 


be humiliated, or to have his hand- 
iwork belittled in public. But 
frankly, in our opinion Konnan was 
almost asking for it. If he wants to 
record a song and produce a 
music video, he should work with 
MTV. He shouldn't have let his 
side project overshadow his main 
career: wrestling. By doing so, he 
opened the doors for someone to 
come in and make fun of him for it. 

We can already see where this 
is leading. Disco Inferno’s swipe 
will lead to a series of clashes in 
the ring. Round one went to Disco 
as he took advantage of Konnan’s 
anger and some well-timed inter- 
ference by Luger and Elizabeth to 
earn a surprise win with the last 
dance on Nitro. Perhaps Konnan 
will get the best of Disco in re- 
matches and exact a measure of 
vengeance for Disco’s mockery, 
but what will Konnan have to gain 
from those matches? How much 
closer will beating Disco Inferno 
bring Konnan to a title match? 
Even worse, what does it do for 
his ranking if Disco is able to pull 
off a few more upsets? With his 
ties to the NWO, we certainly 
wouldn't rule it out. 

It’s time for Konnan to take a 
step back and re-evaluate where 
his career is headed. Simply put, 


Konnan is controlling 
Horace with his tequila 
sunrise in this particular 
match, but it's becoming 
clear that he’s losing 
control over his wrestling 
Career as a whole. 


Konnan became popu- 
lar with the fans due to 
wrestling, not music or 
anything else. He'd do 
well to remember that. 


There’s no question that 
Konnan would rather be 
walking into a recording 
studio than walking to the 
ring. There’s also no 
question that such a prei- 
erence could irreparably 
hurt his career. 


When Konnan concen- 
trates on his wrestling, 
as he does here against 
Psicosis, he’s a super- 
star. When he concen- 
trates on music? Well, 
that’s another story. 


Konnan is too good to become 
complacent like this. Instead of 
making himself an easy target and 
a steppingstone for Disco Inferno 
(and whoever next decides to 
ridicule his musical ability—maybe 
Chris Jericho or Ernest Miller), it’s 
time for him to get out of the low- 
rider and back into the ring, 100 
percent. Anything less than full 
commitment is unacceptable. 

“What Konnan is forgetting is 
that he got this far on his wrestling 
skills, and it may not be a good 
idea to stray very far from that,” 
said WCW announcer and long- 
time Konnan observer Mike Tenay. 
“His music isn’t exactly my style, 
but | don’t think that means he has 
to give up on it. | guess there's just 
a time and a place for everything, 
and the music video is just out of 
place on WCW television.” 

Konnan had a difficult time win- 
ning over the fans after years of 
rulebreaking. Instead of relying on 
his music video to keep his image 
alive in WCW, he would be well- 
advised to get back to what made 
him a fan favorite to begin with: 
gritting his way to hard-fought vic- 
tories. Konnan already has a major 
impediment to further success in 
WCW. Luger and Nash have 
made it clear that both Konnan 
and Misterio are prime NWO tar- 
gets. At this point in his career, 
Konnan doesn't need to have any- 
thing else weighing on his mind. 
When Luger returns to the ring, it’s 
going to be tough enough just try- 
ing to survive, let alone be con- 
cerned about digitally remastering 
his music and pitching a CD deal 
to record companies. 

With Ric Flair acting as WCW 
president and The Four Horsemen 
mounting the first major challenge 
to the NWO’s stranglehold on 
WCW in three years, the time is 
right for Konnan to strike. 

And let’s face it: Konnan has 
better odds of winning a gold belt 


than earning a platinum album. 
The sooner he realizes that, the 
better off he'll be. O 
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It wasn’t his 10th 
grade biology 
exam. It wasn’t his 
first match. It 
wasn't Ric Flair. 
X-Pac’s toughest test 
ever was... Test! 
i This bad boy from 
DeGeneration X 
passed with 
flying colors! 


page) decided that | 
he needed to wres- _ 
tle extremely well 
against Test (above) 
in order to prove to 
himself that he had 
gotten over an em- | 
barrassing loss to | 
Shane McMahon. 
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= VERY SPORT HAS its roll call of shame. Boxing has Mike Tyson. Baseball had 


Pete Rose. Tennis had John McEnroe. It takes a talented person to gain a reputa- 
tion in any competitive environment, but it’s always a tragedy when an individual 
misuses his gifts and brings embarrassment to his chosen profession. 

Wrestling is no different. We have singled out 10 people who have tarnished the integrity 
of our sport. The greater crime is that all these individuals could have used their talents for 
a greater good. All of them are capable of achieving honor and respect, but they prefer 
deception and trickery. 

There is Sable, who is exposing wrestling—and her nude body—to thousands of new 
fans and expecting everyone to treat her like a queen. How about those individuals we des- 
perately want to trust, but disappoint us every time, like Hollywood Hogan and Ric Flair? 
There is Vince McMahon, who promotes himself at the expense of his wrestlers. Why 
doesn’t he just get it over with and call it the McMahon Wrestling Federation? 

Bonafide legends, such as Bret Hart and The Undertaker, have given the sport so much 
in the past, yet they are now trying to squeeze out more than they gave. There are the bul- 
lies and thugs whose offensive personalities trigger disgust and repugnance. For Sid 
Vicious and Scott Steiner, there may be no turning back. Then there is the strange case of 
Perry Saturn, the former Army Ranger who sold out his manhood and self-respect for a 
cheap leather dress. 

Unfortunately, the most difficult aspect of compiling this list was sorting through all the 
contemptible personalities involved in wrestling today. Stern moral character and a belief in 
right and wrong are becoming rare qualities indeed. 

Where have all the heroes gone? We're not sure. But we know who the villains are. 
These 10 individuals have used wrestling to gain fame and fortune, then had the audacity 
to besmirch the sport with tactless self-promotion and utter depravity. 

It takes only a little humility and consideration for others to be a decent human being. It 
takes a lot of effort to crack this top 10 list. These people have earned our criticism and 
deserve our rebuke. 

Perhaps this public critique will encourage some of these people to change their 
destructive ways. Let’s hope it does—for the sake of our great sport. 
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Fs. the past 100 years, profes- 
sional wrestling has struggled 
to achieve mainstream exposure. 
It's happened a precious few times, 
during TV’s golden age of the 
1950s, the rock ’n’ wrestling craze 
of the ‘80s, and the Monday night 
ratings bonanza of the ’90s. Now, 
as we approach the dawn of the 
21st century, wrestling has been 
exposed like never before ... 
thanks to the bare body of 
Sable. A nude pictorial of 
Sable made the April 1999 
issue of Playboy the best- 
selling edition in 15 years. 
Copies of the magazine 
flew off the newsstands 
so quickly that an imme- 
diate reprint of the issue 

was ordered. 

Is this the way wres- 
tling should be repre- 
sented? Fabulous Moo- 
lah never went buff for 
adult entertainment. 
Vivian Vachon and 
Wendi Richter didn’t go 
that route, either. Is this 
the exposure that Lou 
Thesz, Bruno Sammar- 

tino, and the Funks were 
fighting for? 

Sable has been a pro 
for only a year, yet she 
receives so much atten- 

tion from the mainstream 
media. Neither Howard 
Stern nor Regis Philbin has 
spoken to Lelani Kai. But if 

Sable felt she did the right thing 

by posing nude for Playboy, 
that’s fine. It’s a personal deci- 
sion. It’s what she has done since 
posing that has us angry. 

Sable has made countless ap- 
pearances during the past several 
months, as an unofficial ambas- 
sador for Playboy and the WWF. If 


she wants to represent Playboy, 
that’s fine. But leave wrestling out of 
it. Provocative poses have nothing 
to do with wristlocks, hammerlocks, 
or even Sable bombs. 

This isn’t the first time this has 
happened. Two years ago, Kimberly 
Page did a spread for Playboy's 
Nude Celebrities. “Diamond” Dallas 
Page, her husband, certainly didn’t 
mind, and neither did we. Kimberly 
didn’t use wrestling as a vehicle to 
publicize her layout. It came under 
scrutiny only when Randy Savage 
and Elizabeth used it to irritate DDP. 

Sable’s attitude these last few 
months has been unbearable. So 
what if she was in Playboy. It 
doesn’t make her any better than 
anyone else. Her newfound fame 
has gone straight to her pretty 
blonde head. Her incessant brag- 
ging and self-promotion has cost her 
many fans. Sable’s abuse of her 
number-one fan, Tori, is proof posi- 
tive Sable has sunk to new lows. 

It was bad enough when Hulk 
Hogan used wrestling to push his 
movies and to initiate a failed bid for 
the presidency. Now Sable is 
employing the same cheap sales- 
manship to promote her appear- 
ance in Playboy. Since when do 
wrestling cameras need to go to 
Hugh Hefner’s mansion? Why do 
we need to see Jerry Lawler go nuts 
at the sight of near-nude models? 

Save the drooling for the 
Spice Channel. 

Our congratulations to Sable for 
a fine layout. She should be very 
proud of her body. But we shudder 
to think of the impact this will have 
on our great sport. What if this gives 
Debra, Tammy Sytch, or Francine 
some goofy ideas? Worse yet, this 
could also influence male wrestlers. 
How many Playgirl readers would 
pay to see “The Big Valbowski”? 


Just because Sable was paid to poise nude | 
for Playboy doesn’t make her any better & 
than Tori ... or anyone else for that matter. 


.e/ / 


ee ie — win iti 


The manner in which 
Sable has treated 
poor Tori has been 
disgusting. Tori was 
a big Sable fan and 
wanted to be just 
like her, but Sable 
had to humiliate her. 


oy 
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ene heard the quote before: “Absolute 
power corrupts absolutely.” That’s what 
happened to Ric Flair. When Flair returned 
to WCW in September following a forced 
hiatus, the “Nature Boy” summarized WCW 
President Eric Bischoff's job performance in 
three words: 
“Abuse of power!” 
Flair repeated those three words 
dozens of times over the next six 
months. He was correct. Bischoff, 
along with the New World Order, 
had made a mockery of WCW 
and any semblance of fair 
competition. 
At a whim, Bischoff would 
literally hand title belts to 
undeserving NWO mem- 
bers and attempt to black- 
mail WCW wrestlers to 
join his side. Even worse, 
he was abusing the 
power invested in him 
by the Turner conglom- 
erate and spending a 
billionaire’s money to 
do it. 

When Flair defeated 
Bischoff for the right to 
run WCW on Decem- 
ber 28, those problems 
should have been over. 
They seemed to be 
over during Flair’s first 
90 days, when his exec- 
utive status was consid- 

ered only temporary. 
Flair went from being 
the abused to being the 
abuser at Uncensored on 
March 14. He won the WCW 
World title from Hollywood 
Hogan during a first-blood steel 
cage match. The problem was 
that referee Charles Robinson 
didn’t declare Hogan the winner 
even though Flair bled profusely at 
the five-minute mark, and he refused to 
count Hogan’s pin attempt on Flair at 


; 
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=, It wasn’t long after the intanoule Hollywood 

Hogan-Ric Flair cage match at Uncensored 

_ started that we realized the “Nature Boy” 

© wasn't the same man whom fans had wel- 
2 comed back to WCW last fall. 


a as 
Flair gave Rey Misterio Jr. a shot at the ‘ 
World title on Nitro in March after = 


Misterio won a drawing. But Flair tried : 
to have that drawing rigged. 


7:40. Five minutes later, Flair used 
a tire iron—handed to him by Arn 
Anderson—to stun Hogan and 
score the pin. Robinson’s count 
was very fast. 

Flair’s 14th world title reign 
didn’t get off to a promising start. 
He began by dodging Curt Hen- 
nig’s request for a title shot, then 
relied on Robinson’s bogus offi- 
ciating to gain a victory over Rey 
Misterio Jr. in Panama City, 
Florida. 

Abuse of power! Abuse of power! 

Is Flair the biggest hypocrite 


i" ie 
a 


in wrestling history, or what? 
Once again, Flair’s arrogance 
and paranoia have overtaken his 
entire personality. When Flair 
starts talking about his Rolex 
watches and the “fat boys” sit- 
ting in the front row, it’s time to 
watch out! 

Is this how the “Nature Boy” 
shows his appreciation? After 
Bischoff booted him out of WCW 
in April 1998, legions of fans 
continued to chant his name and 
hold up “Free Flair” signs. These 
so-called “fat boys” helped make 


it possible for his return. Flair 
should have enjoyed enormous 
popularity and respect during 
his final years as an active com- 
petitor. That’s what we get for 
trusting “the dirtiest player in the 
game.” 

There’s no one left to believe 
in. Sting? Bret Hart? Dallas 
Page? If a 26-year veteran who 
has fought and bled for tradition 
can’t be trusted, no one can. 

Who's next? Goldberg? 

Thanks, Flair, for jading us 
forever. 
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he only question left is this: 
Why didn’t Mr. McMahon’s 
huge ego thrust him into a 
wrestling ring before now? His 
ego compelled him to remain as 
host of WWF programs even 
though he was busy enough 
operating a multimillion-dollar 
company. His ego compelled 
him to screw Bret Hart out of 
the WWF World title at Sur- 
vivor Series ’'97 and thus 
eliminate any risk of the “Hit- 
man” taking the belt to 
WCW. Vince McMahon's 
ego raged out of control 
when Steve Austin re- 
fused to become a cor- 

porate champion. 

As principal owner of 
the WWF, McMahon’s 
role is vital to this sport. 
With very few support- 
ers, McMahon took a 

regional promotion and 
made it a household 
name within two years. 
He lives the lifestyle of 
an aristocrat, although 
his upbringing was less 
than comfortable. He 
has mingled with celebri- 
ties from around the 
world. He has made su- 
perstars out of ordinary 
men. 
Isn’t that enough? 
Not for McMahon. He is 
intent on controlling every 
aspect of his federation 
rather than letting competition 
take its course. He manipulates 
events to ensure his status at the 
center of the wrestling universe. 
When Austin refused to share 
the spotlight, McMahon resorted 
to the only trick he had left: step- 
ping into the ring himself. 
It was a cheap ploy, but it 


worked. His wrestling debut 
against WWF champion Steve 
Austin, in April 1998, marked the 
beginning of Raw’s dominance in 
the Monday night ratings war. 
The match ended soon after it 
started, and thanks to the inter- 
ference of Dude Love, it was a 
disappointment. McMahon and 
Austin never locked up. 

The roar of the crowd, howev- 
er, and the Nielsen bonanza it 
sparked, inflated McMahon's ego 
like never before. He started 
believing his own propaganda 
and thought maybe, just maybe, 
he could beat Austin himself. 

The 53-year-old McMahon is 
in fantastic physical condition. He 
outlasted “Stone-Cold” at the 
Royal Rumble and turned in a 
gutsy performance at the St. 
Valentine’s Day Massacre. 

But McMahon didn’t earn 
those main-event matches. That 
Royal Rumble victory could have 
launched someone else’s career 
instead of fueling the ego of a 
man who will never be a full-time 
competitor. We shouldn't see 
McMahon's smug mug and flar- 
ing nostrils on the TitanTron. 
McMahon's minions, Pat Pat- 
terson and Gerald Brisco, 
shouldn't be receiving high-pro- 
file matches on Raw. His Corpo- 
ration should be based in the 
offices of Titan Towers, not in the 
arenas of sold out buildings 
worldwide. 

He ought to be sitting behind a 
desk promoting the WWF. 

Only time will tell if McMahon 
makes any more forays into the 
squared circle. If so, let him 
compete against Duane Gill or 
The Hardy Boys. McMahon must 
pay his dues even if he’s paying 
the bills. 


The war between McMahon and 
Steve Austin really heated up 
last April, when the WWF owner 
first agreed to step into the ring 
for a match with “Stone-Cold.” 
McMahon has been getting 
physically involved in the 
action ever since. 


McMahon just can't resist 
any opportunity to beat up 
Austin these days. Couldn't 
he be content with a behind- 
the scenes role? 
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t was heartbreaking to see Scott 
Steiner attack his brother, Rick, 
and join the NWO more than a year 
ago. Scott had so much natural 
ability and such a bond with the 
fans. His defection to the NWO was 
very disappointing. 
Now he’s downright disgusting. 
He started out by calling himself 
“Big Poppa Pump.” His constant 
dependence on Marcus Bag- 
well’s interference made us 
uneasy. Then he made us 
queasy by kissing his bi- 
ceps with a little too much 
affection. 

Then came that foul 
mouth. That ugly, cruel, 
vindictive, venomous, 
foul mouth. He began 

talking about his all- 

night encounters with 

“hooches,” and his 

desire to provide a 

“hookup,” whatever 

that means. Is it also 

true that “nothin’s finer 
than Scotty Steiner’? 
And what exactly is 

a “big, bad booty dad- 

dy”? Is it someone 
who betrays his broth- 
er, bleaches his hair, 
and preys on women? If 

so, Scott Steiner must be 


} the man. 
— 2 According to inside 
; a sources, the powers-that-be 
. at TNT and TBS have been 
ae unhappy with Steiner's creative 
. ‘ use of the English language. 


Some want Steiner banned’ from 
the house microphone; others want 
him taken off the air completely. 
Steiner’s outbursts would be bet- 
ter-suited to the Springer-esque 
entertainment in which Vince Mc- 
Mahon specializes. “Big Poppa 
Pump’s” soliloquies would fit right in 
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if Scott Steiner would 
just stick to wrestling 
(here against Konnan) - 
and spend less time 
on the microphone 
and stalking Kimberly 
Page, we would have 
no problem with him. 


“Big Poppa Pump” looked great at times while defend- 
ing the WCW TV title against Booker T at Uncensored, 
but he didn’t accept losing very well that night. 


with DeGeneration X’s famous 
speeches. Or he could bring in 
some hooches to compete with 
The Godfather’s, uh, ladies. 

Whichever is the case, he does 
not belong on programs advertised 
as G-rated. Those viewers seeking 
refuge from the WWF's lewd con- 
tent will get no relief while Steiner's 
on the air. It gives the entire sport a 
bad rap. 

His language is even more dis- 
gusting when it's aimed at an inno- 
cent person such as Kimberly Page. 
Steiner stalked Kimberly for several 
weeks and even grabbed her wrist 
during a Nitro Girls rehearsal. Kim- 


berly tried to wrench herself free, 
Steiner let go, and Kimberly fell 
down and injured herself. 

Then Steiner cornered Kimberly 
by her car in the parking lot. Dal- 
las Page suddenly jumped out 
and went after Steiner while 
Kimberly quickly got into the vehi- 
cle. During the skirmish, Steiner 
slid behind the steering wheel and 
went on a wild ride through the 
parking lot. He slammed on the 
brakes and Kimberly went tum- 
bling out of the car. Whether she 
leaped out or was pushed is still 
subject to debate. 

Steiner is going too far. 


His ego ruined his friendship with 
Bagwell. Steiner lost his WCW TV 
title to Booker T on March 14 after 
Bagwell accidentally hit him with a 
chair. Never mind the fact that 
Bagwell’s assistance has given 
Steiner countless victories. Steiner 
blamed Bagwell for the loss the 
next night and thanked him by 
attacking his vulnerable neck. 

We don’t know if Steiner’s de- 
pravity results in his foul mouth, or 
whether he feels obligated to back 
up the filth. 

Yeah, we hear ya, “Big Poppa 
Pump.” And you make us want to 
holler ... “Yuck!” 
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erry Saturn’s sojourn into 

Creepville is a disgrace to the 
Army Rangers. Saturn once called 
himself a member of that elite 
group, exhibiting bravery and grit 
uncommon to the ordinary man. 

Now he’s transformed into a 
bizarre spectacle. He’s morphed 
the images of Marilyn Manson and 
Drew Carey’s cross-dressing TV 

brother to become a “new” Perry 

Saturn. He wears gaudy neck- 
laces, dangling earrings, and 
cheap leather. 

@ lf “pimpin’ ain’t easy” for 
The Godfather, it must be 
the toughest thing in the 

world for Saturn. And 

we forgot about those 
yellow, cat-like eyes. 
Did he buy those from 
Glacier? 

This new persona 
does not suit Saturn 
well at all. He’s con- 
stantly pulling up his 
top to cover his breast- 
line, and his dress 
inhibits some of his 
best moves. 

Of course, all this 

started when Chris 
Jericho defeated Saturn 
on January 17, with a 
special stipulation that if 
Saturn lost, he would be 
forced to wear a dress at 
WCW evenis. Little did Jeri- 
cho know that Saturn would 
take a liking to his feminine 
attire. Saturn makes Ralphus 
seem well-adjusted. 

Saturn is generating plenty of 
snickers, but there’s an undercur- 
rent that isn’t funny at all. Besides 
the fact Saturn has freaked out 
several opponents for cheap victo- 
ries, we have to wonder why he 
thought this was necessary. 


It could be a cheap publicity stunt 
to get himself noticed. He has strug- 
gled to gain attention amid WCW’'s 
deep talent roster, and perhaps he 
thinks a dress and feminine effects 
will help him stand out. Sorry, 
Saturn, this isn’t the way to do it. Be 
a real man, like you once were, and 
climb the ladder by putting together 
a winning record. 

By the way, this personality 
overhaul hasn't resulted in many 
more victories. In fact, he has prob- 
ably lost more matches since he 
started shopping at “Bikers and 
Broads.” 

The implications are much 
worse if this is not a publicity stunt. 
If this reflects a genuine personality 
change, he is in dire need of psy- 
chiatric counseling. Sexual ambigu- 
ity aside, his demeanor is very 
unstable. The fact that he rushed to 
the aid of Raven, someone who 
abused him for months, is a symp- 
tom of Saturn’s co-dependency— 
and his reliance on dominating fig- 
ures to soothe his insecurities. 

Saturn should have challenged 
WCW TV champion Booker T 
instead of reuniting with Raven 
and going after WCW tag champs 
Chris Benoit and Dean Malenko. 
Saturn has always been a loner 
and an independent thinker. That's 
what makes this change all the 
more puzzling. 

Typical WCW fans don’t tune in 
to Monday Nitro to watch men in 
drag. If that was their taste, they 
would probably be watching Raw. 
Saturn’s persona could be a turnoff 
to viewers who are in the mood for 
family entertainment. 

It's a shame when someone is 
so screwed up that the New World 
Order seems wholesome in com- 
parison. Get Dr. Sidney M. Basil on 
the case right away. 


We think what Saturn is wear- =~. 
ing as he prepares to use a 
DVD on Jericho qualifies as a 
dress, but we're not sure. This 
man is difficult to figure out. 


Just a few months ago, this is what 


Perry Saturn looked like when he 
was about to execute a Death Valley 
driver. He looked, well, like your 
average professional wrestler. 
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S*° Vicious’ mysterious disap- 
pearances are almost as in- 
triguing as his appearances. He left 
the WWF in 1997 to, according to 
Sid, nurse an old neck injury. He 
resurfaced in the NWA in 1998 and 
returned to the national spotlight 
with his debut at ECW’s Guilty as 
Charged on January 10. 
Vicious brushed aside any con- 
cerns about his neck injury by rip- 
ping apart John Kronus in 1:30. 
While that may not seem like 
sufficient time to do signifi- 
cant damage, remember that 
an auto accident occurs in 
only a few seconds. Sid 
tossed Kronus over the 
top rope and through a 
ringside table. His dev- 
astating power bomb 
may have been the 
most memorable high- 
light of the pay-per- 
view. Big, tough Kro- 
nus could barely stand 
under his own power 
afterward. 
Too ruthless? Too 
brutal? Perhaps. But 
no one can fault a 
wrestler for trying to 
leave an intimidating 
impression during his de- 
but match in a federation. 
Yet Sid’s intensity, as it 
often does, has degenerat- 
ed into mindless sadism. 
In fact, Vicious’ in-ring 
activities have become rela- 
tively rare. Aside from his debut 
match against Kronus and a few 
arena shows, Vicious’ name does 
not appear in ECW lineups or for 
scheduled wrestling matches. 
Vicious does assert his pres- 
ence, however. Along with obnox- 
ious manager, Judge Jeff Jones, 
he stalks the hallways and corri- 


dors of ECW facilities. He scouts 
the men he wants to destroy later. 
But Sid doesn’t attack these men 
in the dressing room. He waits 
until the tape machines are rolling 
and strides to ringside. 

It doesn’t even matter if a 
match is underway. During a 
recent ECW broadcast, Vicious 
attacked One Man Gang and his 
opponent, Skull Von Krush. On a 
later program, Steve Corino made 
the mistake of using the power 
bomb—Sid’s favorite finisher—on 
Kronus. Jeff Jones berated Corino 
for using “the master’s” move on 
Kronus. Sid appeared and choke- 
slammed Corino from the ring and 
through a table. 

Then he turned his attention to 
poor Kronus and gave him his 
second power bomb of the eve- 
ning. And thumbs down to the 
bloodthirsty ECW fans. They 
chanted until Sid delivered two 
more power bombs on Corino. 

Dozens of these episodes have 
occurred over the past several 
months. 

Who does Sid think he is? He’s 
nothing but a big bully. Why 
doesn’t he work his way up the 
ladder like everyone else? This 
isn’t competition. It’s carnage. 

Is everyone in ECW supposed 
to shiver because he’s a two- 
time former WWF World champi- 
on? Because he brutalized 
Shawn Michaels? Because he 
beat Bret Hart? Because he 
stood eye-to-eye with The Un- 
dertaker? Because he’s 6’8”? 
Because he weighs 318 pounds? 
Because he’s the meanest man 
in wrestling? 

Come to think of it, there are 
many reasons to be afraid of Sid. 
It’s a shame he doesn’t have 
more to offer than fear right now. 


Sid doesn’t have to 
randomly attack ECW 
wrestlers just to show 
us he’s mean and 
tough. We already 
know he is. We'd like 
to see him wrestle his 


way into contention - 


for the ECW title. 


D-Von Dudley felt the pain of a Sid 
power bomb at ECW’s Living Dan- 
gerously. We're not quite sure why Sid 
showed up at this PPV. Apparently he 
just wanted to beat people up. 


gt. 
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66 e Man From The Dark Side” has 
always garnered much respect in pro 
wrestling. His intensity, work ethic, and basic 
decency became evident despite a villainous 
persona. The Undertaker represented class 
and dignity with a taste of the macabre, kind 
of like Vincent Price. 
Today, The Undertaker’s leading man 
panache has been replaced by a heart 
of darkness, more in the style of 
Freddy Krueger. 
The Undertaker reached his 
zenith during his second WWF 
World title reign, from March to 
August 1997. For those five 
months, he was the epitome 
of a fighting champion. No 
more dusty suits, cloaks, 
or hats. No more silly urns 
to fight over. No more 
Paul Bearer hindering 
his success. 
The 1999 version of 
The Undertaker is very 
similar to The Under- 
taker who debuted in 
the WWF in 1991. In- 
stead of Hulk Hogan as 
a target, ‘Taker has 
Vince McMahon’s en- 
tire family in his sights. 
The morbid trappings of 
evil once again surround 
him. He is more aggres- 
sive, bloodthirsty, and 
frighteningly distant. 
In many respects, Un- 
dertaker is more dangerous 
than ever. Paul Bearer is back 
on his side, but the rotund man- 
ager won't have a chance to mis- 
guide 'Taker’s career. Undertaker 
is calling the shots. In addition, he 
has an entire band of loyal ghouls, 
including Faaroog, Bradshaw, Gangrel, 
Edge, Christian, Mideon (Dennis Knight), 
and Viscera (Mabel). 
In only a few months, Undertaker has per- 
petrated several disgusting acts. He tortured 


eas 
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Dennis Knight until his will was 
broken. He orders physical 
attacks on his own men when 
they refuse to meet his high (or 
low) standards (his flogging of 
Christian was particularly dis- 
turbing to watch). He hanged 
Big Bossman during their “Hell 
In A Cell” match at Wrestle- 
Mania XV. He and his men 
dragged Stephanie McMahon 
into the Continental Airlines 
Arena basement on March 29 
and subjected her to tremen- 
dous mental trauma. 

The Undertaker’s trans- 
formation began on December 
13, 1998, when Steve Austin de- 
feated him in a “Buried Alive” 
match. ‘Taker dropped out of 
sight for several weeks while he 
plotted a takeover of the WWF. Somehow, 
Stephanie McMahon is a pawn in the game. 
As of now, it isn’t clear exactly how Un- 
dertaker plans to reach his lofty goal. 

One aspect of this sordid story is cer- 
tain: None of this has any place in the 
sport of wrestling. How do brainwashing, 
gang-style attacks, sacrifices, and kidnap- 
ping advance our sport? Does it have any- 
thing to do with competition or winning 
championships? Hardly. 

Even if Undertaker woos Stephanie 
McMahon into his murky realm, how does 
he win corporate control of the WWF? 
After all, Stephanie’s share of the compa- 
ny is negligible when compared to the 
combined ownership of Vince and Shane. 
And, sorry, we don’t see Ted Turner or 
Rupert Murdoch providing financial back- 
ing for a man who hasn't seen sunlight in 
six months. 

What is The Undertaker’s response to all 
this? He sneers, rolls his eyes into the back of 
his head, begins speaking in tongues, and 
laughs insanely. We obviously took Un- 
dertaker’s ramblings about the dark side too 
lightly. Apparently, The Undertaker was dead- 
ly serious. 


How could you 
not be horrified 
by Undertaker’s 
actions at the end 
of his “Hell In A 
Cell” match with 
Big Bossman at 
WrestleMania? 
No man should 
be allowed to get 
away with hang- 
ing an opponent 
from a cage. 


_ The Undertaker lost a grueling “* 
‘, “Buried Alive” match to Steve ™ 
= Austin last December and — 
hasn't been the same man 
» since. He definitely hasn't 
: _ changed for the better. 


re es 
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he temper tantrums must stop. The 
crying, whining, and moaning has 
been going on for three years. If Bret 
Hart ever needed Papa Stu to slap 
some sense into him, now is the time. 
He walked out of the WWF be- 
cause Shawn Michaels beat him in 
an iron man match at WrestleMania 
XII, when President Gorilla Monsoon 
granted overtime after the match 
was Officially declared a draw. He sat 
out for several months, smoldering 
on the sidelines, as Michaels 
pranced and danced as WWF 
champ. 

He berated the fans for 
supporting “a bloodthirsty 
hyena” like Steve Austin. 
He belittled the U.S. wres- 
tling public. He was un- 
derstandably upset about 
being screwed out of the 
WWF WOrld title at Sur- 

vivor Series '97, but he 

is still complaining about 
it to this day. 

Nothing has changed 
since his arrival in WCW. 
He criticized Eric Bisch- 
off's running of the com- 
pany. He supported Holly- 
wood Hogan for no ap- 
parent reason and soaked 

in the fans’ hatred with a 
grin on his face. He cheat- 
ed Lex Luger and Dallas 

Page out of the U.S. title on 
separate occasions. He 
bragged that he could beat 
Bill Goldberg in less than five 
minutes. 

Now Hart complains be- 
cause he doesn’t receive any 
respect. How can anyone respect 
a man who constantly rips on the 
sport and fans that earn him a multi- 
million-dollar salary? Yes, Hart has 
been treated unfairly at times. But is 
there a single person in this world 
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who hasn’t been slighted or cheat- 
ed at one point or another? 

Today's Bret Hart stands in stark 
contrast to the Bret Hart of only a 
decade ago. Hart was admired for 
his extraordinary work ethic and his 
quiet willingness to do his job night 
after night, even at a time when 
crowds didn’t chant his name. He 
demands respect solely on the 
basis of his past accomplishments, 
and not on his shameful behavior of 
the last three years. 

And the “Hitman” doesn't have 
much reason to tout his accomplish- 
ments in WCW. He won all three of 
his U.S. titles by cheating, he back- 
stabbed Randy Savage and Sting, 
and his win-loss record is less than 
impressive. He lost a bout to Booker 
T on Nitro and has dropped match- 
es to Sting in several arena shows 


across the country. 

During the March 29 install- 
ment of Nitro, Hart told a support- 
ive audience in Toronto, Ontario, 
about the Canadian sense of sac- 


rifice and fair play. Then he chal- 
lenged Goldberg, who quickly ran 
to the ring. Goldberg rushed him 
with a spear, knocking both men 
to the mat, breath- 
less. Hart recovered, 
smirked, lifted his jer- 
sey, and displayed a 
metal plate wrapped 
around his midsec- 
tion. Hart grabbed 
the microphone and 
declared he was quit- 
ting WCW. 
Is this why Hart de- 
serves respect? In 
less than five minutes, 
he revealed himself to 
be a self-righteous, 
bitter, sneaky, lying 
coward. 
This isn’t the Bret 
Hart we once knew. 
He has made a mock- 
ery of not only wres- 
tling, but honor and 
decency as well. 


Bret was so proud of himself for goading Bill 
Goldberg into spearing him at the March 29 
Nitro (he was wearing a metal plate under his 


hockey jersey). We weren't impressed. 


Bret Hart can whine 
all he wants about 
not getting the re- 
spect he thinks he 
deserves, but why 
should we respect a 
man who constant- 
ly cheated in his 
matches with DDP 
and numerous other 
WCW stars? 
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He's like that person with whom 

Fis: were infatuated in high 
school: cool to hang around, made 
you feel like a million bucks, and 
treated you like garbage. 

Like those high school acquain- 
tances, Hogan does his best work 
behind the scenes. He won’t de- 
stroy you while he’s standing in the 
same room with you. He'll do it 
when you're not around, then act 
like an innocent little boy when 

he’s confronted. Then he’ll have 

the perfect cover story that 
makes you want to forgive him 
all over again. 

Want proof? Just ask Hor- 
ace Hogan. Or Vince. Or 
Stevie Ray, Scott Norton, or 

Brian Adams. Ask any 

member of the NWO black 
and white. Hogan has the 
ability to make each of 
those guys feel like a 
superstar. Each wants to 
believe that Hogan wants 
him as the leader of the 
black and white. Each is 
so flattered to garner 

Hogan’s attention that he 
won't consider the possi- 
bility that Hollywood is 

playing a con game. 

The dissension within 
the NWO’s “B” team has 
been a running joke for sev- 
eral months. So many fans 
have gotten a big laugh at the 
black and white’s expense. 
Keep laughing. The joke might 
be on you. 

“Hulkamania” has been dor- 
mant for three years. It took only a 
small dose of Hollywood to immu- 
nize the wrestling world from the 
red and yellow fever. 

But something strange is hap- 
pening. Watch Hogan as he cups 
his ear. He’s getting a genuine re- 
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sponse from the crowd. 
There are several reasons Js ns <x ‘ > 
for this phenomenon. First, the TRQQtesi| | "i BOCO.. a lot like the old Hulk 


Hollywood Hogan wrestled 


power-mad tactics of Ric Flair eT ey ; es Se Hogan when he took on 
and his theft of the WCW World re . “ Fe Ric Bab naloe se! 
P é — ao 4 ~ cage at Uncensored. We're 
title from Hogan have drawn O ——— PN \.\,~ not ready to believe he has 


many fans to the ex-“Hulk- Bg@emes  . ® @x changed just yet. 
ster’s” side. To prove the theo- 9% : ~ \ 
ry that Hogan and Flair are the 
ying and the yang of the 
wrestling universe, Hogan is 
bound to receive more cheers 
as Flair’s popularity declines. 
Second, the bad boy cool of 
Kevin Nash and Scott Hall has 
rubbed off on Hogan. Don’t give 
all the credit to Hogan’s knit cap 
and baggy pants. The absence 
of cheerleader Eric Bischoff also 
gives Hogan more credibility. 
Third, Hogan still has that 
magic ingredient that made him 
a star: charisma. Whether you 
like him or not, Hollywood Ho- 
gan is very interesting. Hogan 
is interesting whether he’s visit- 
ing sick kids in a hospital or 
painting orange streaks down 
Goldberg's back. 
The scary part is that Hogan is 
well-aware of his unique gift. It 
seems that phase one of Hogan’s 
plan, to lure Flair into surrender- jRyaRRRNERENE 
ing to his own egocentric tenden- EY ET Nagin: 
cies, is now complete. Phase two [RGR is 
may involve regaining his own |iigamenellaes 
credibility with the fans. evil Ric Flair 
Why? One theory is that Hogan’s gE LAs ea 
presidential campaign allowed him _ |ApM inal 
to get back in touch with the public jJFRRIATrarirt 
and realize the error of his ways. [iStvhs 
The second theory is that Hogan 
wants to be a hero again so he can 
set up everyone for the biggest 
dupe of all. 
Will he succeed in manipulat- 
ing us again? Judging from the 
rising volume of “Ho-gan! Ho- 
gan!” chants, the answer is yes. 
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Ds wrestling need Chyna? She 
isn’t a wrestler and isn’t a man- 
ager. She doesn’t carry anyone’s 
jacket or robe, so she doesn’t even 
make a good valet. What purpose 
does she serve? 
Chyna has been largely a nega- 
tive influence on wrestling. She 
burst onto the scene in early-1997 
by shaking Terri Runnels like a rag 
doll. For the most part, she has 
be served as Hunter Hearst Helms- 
ee ley’s bodyguard and as a member 
& of DeGeneration X. Now, along 
‘ with “Triple-H,” she is offering 
her services to Vince Mc- 
Mahon’s Corporation. 

Chyna has cheated count- 
less wrestlers out of hard- 
earned victories. She has 
handed Helmsley several 
undeserved ones. She is a 
glorified mercenary, willing 
to wreak havoc if the price 
is right. 

For a while, it was possi- 
ble to be sympathetic with 
Chyna. After all, she had 
spent hundreds of hours 
sweating in the gym and cre- 
ated a body that was superi- 
or to that of most men. And, 

for all that hard work and ded- 
ication, there were no opportu- 
nities for her in the sport of 
wrestling. No women’s division 
existed in the WWF, and com- 
peting against men seemed out 
of the question. 

But the women’s division is 
flourishing now. WWF women’s 
champ Sable, Playboy's hottest 
cover girl in 15 years, may be the 
most famous female celebrity in 
sports. Jacquelyn, Ivory, Tori, and, 
until recently, Luna Vachon, have 
brought unprecedented attention to 
women’s wresiling. 

Where is Chyna? 
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) One of the many memorable things Chyna has 
») done during her two-plus years in the WWF was 


| brutalize a helpless Terri Runnels at Wrestle- 
— Mania XIII. Wouldn't you like to see her compete 
against another woman in the WWF? 


She should be the forerunner in 
the movement. Is there any doubt 
that Chyna, in light of her phenome- 
nal conditioning, could be the most 
dominant women’s champ since 
Fabulous Moolah? Wouldn’t a 
Chyna-Sable bout be considered a 
mismatch? 

Chyna said as much during a 
guest appearance with Sable on 
Gallagher, a Canadian talk show. 
The host asked Chyna if she would 
wrestle Sable at WrestleMania XV. 
Chyna stated she could beat Sable 
‘in two seconds,” then asked the stu- 
dio audience if anyone thought she 
couldn't defeat Sable. Most in atten- 
dance laughed, indicating Chyna 
would win. Sable didn’t appreciate 
the slight ... and with good reason. 

Why doesn’t Chyna back up her’ 
boasts with a legitimate women’s 
match? 

Instead, she would rather be a 


at. 


lackey to Vince McMahon and Chyna surprised us all at WrestleMania 
Hunter Hearst Helmsley. She would XV when she betrayed Kane and reunit- 

. %: ed with “Triple-H,” a man she had 
rather attack people from behind and j betrayed just a few months earlier. Is 
deliver low blows. oy attacking others with chairs and low 


There is a huge window of oppor- = é blows all she has to offer? 
tunity for Chyna. She has the ability ~ 
to become a first-class competitor, 
instead of a second-class stooge. 
She could raise women’s wrestling 
to a new level. 

But she chooses the almighty dol- 
lar over her own career and the 
chance to help the cause of 
women’s wrestling. What a waste. 

We hope Chyna enjoys her role in 
the Corporation. We hope she appre- 
ciates the brow beatings from Vince 
McMahon. One day, someone might 
tire of Chyna’s interference and retali- 
ate with the same force. And nobody 
will cry for her. 

She didn’t have to be a disgrace 
on par with Pat Patterson and Gerald 
Brisco. She could have been some- 
body. She could still be. 
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By Bryan Ethier rifice in order to fit and to belong. to feel the strap of chart 
But belong to whom? To Vince Mc- _ leather around his waist, to hear the: 

T HAS ALWAYS been ‘an honor, Mahon ... to Paul Bearer ... to roar of an adoring crowd, to prove 
Mankind will tell You Accepting Steve Austin ... to the WWF. himself to his family and to the sport, 
the bumps, the Split lips, the con- A fall through a table, a chair Most of all, to himself. 
Cussions, the shattered fibs. It's all repeatedly slammed over his head. Mick Foley, Dude Love, and 
Part of life. It's alla@reasonable sac- It’s all part of the price to be paid just MCactu$ Jack have proved iene: 
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selves to the world over and 
over again. But does Mankind 
recognize this? Apparently not, 
considering his most recent 
attempt to once again establish 
himself with his. boss. 

On this night, Mankind was in 
purgatory. He was no longer World 
champion, no longer the darling of 
DeGeneration X, and no longer Paul 
Bearer’s demented protege. Tonight, 
Mankind was just another wrestler 
looking to be somebody. Mankind 
was looking to edge his way back 
into his boss’ good graces. 

So when he strode down the 
arena rampway during a March 
edition of Raw Is War, he had a 
plan for redemption. 

“Vince, | want to thank you for 
giving me a chance last week to 
be the second guest referee at 
WrestleMania,” said Mankind. 
“What I'd like to do is repay the 
favor. But, Vince, the last time we 
tried to do this, you guys pulled a 
fast one on me. But if Paul Wight 
and The Rock wanna get it on, I'd 
be more than glad to go back- 


40 WRESTLING SUPERSTARS 


stage and slip on the black-pants 
and the stripes, if you smell what 
_ the sock is cooooookin’.” 

McMahon gazed at Mankind. 
The puzzled expression on his 
creased face said he did not under- 
stand Mankind’s motive for wanting 
Wight and The Rock to square off. 

“Mankind, I’m beginning to think 
there’s a mental deficiency here of 
some kind,” said the WWF owner. 
“See, | have some other plans for 
you here, other than being a refer- 
ee. You’re not quite officially a ref- 
eree at WrestleMania ... you must 
do one thing here tonight: wrestle 
‘Stone-Cold’ Steve Austin.” 

A McMahon promise with condi- 

If Unde tions attached? What are the odds?! 
kind ioe palace The look of disbelief on Man- 
forinaen kind’s face told the thousands in 
u . 
i attendance that once again, he 
had been used. 

“Okay, Vince,” said Mankind. 
He shrugged, walked slowly back 
to the locker room. Even though 
he would ultimately win the Austin 
match via countout, Mankind had 
paid the price. He had given in 
and accepted a bad deal. 

He has done so time and again, 
for the simple reason that Mankind 
does not recognize his value in the 
WWF. Consider, for example, that a 

week earlier, he had once 
Reta parnnion* Waning again approached the 
held the beltsuith pede Gut na | an who Fas rejected him 
was also taken advantage of, per- J More than any other per- 
haps because he doesn't realize # son in the world: “Vince, 
Rises valve lae e: let me show you that | still 
can be a-valuable mem- 
ber of your team.” 

He has worn many 
jerseys, this Mankind, 
played on many teams 
during his stay in the 
WWF. Over the last few 
years, Mick Foley has 
been the nomad, one of 
those business temps 
who bounces from one 
company to another, 
doing a little of this, a lit- 
tle of that. In his case, it 
is from one clique to 

(Continued on page 76) 
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By Dave Rosenbaum 


HAT HAPPENS WHEN 
Wie: mid-life crisis is 
confirmed by the laughs 


of others? Well, then it’s really a 
crisis. But most 50-year-olds solve 
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Flair Covldn'tTurn = 


On The Women, 
fo He Turned On Us! 


Trouble is brewing when a father | 

is jealous of his own son. | 

Ric Flair saw David Flair with _ | 

two beautiful women and | 
hearkened back to the day 

when those women would have 
been hanging all over him. 

Then he took action 


their mid-life crises— | 
or post-mid-life cri- } 
ses—by buying some 
new clothes ... or changing their 
hair ... or maybe buying a fancy 
red sports car. Ric Flair solved his 
mid-life crisis by turning against 


the people who had been so loyal 
to him. Simple enough. Isn’t that 
what most fathers do? 

No? It isn’t? Well, let’s face 


.# 


it, there are more than a few 
middle-aged men out there who 
see their young sons bringing 
home beautiful girls and say to 
themselves, “I used to be a 


pretty good ladies man my- 
self.” Of course, David Flair, 
Ric’s son, isn’t a kid anymore. 
Ric should have gotten used to 
this a long time ago. 


When this beautiful blonde 
representative of the NWO 
(opposite page) took a look 
at the Flair men, David and 

® Ric (below), she was immedi- 
ately drawn to the younger of 
the two. That speaks vol- 
umes about how much Ric’s 
power over the ladies has 
dwindled. 


Then again, most girlfriends 
don’t publicly mock their boyfriends’ 
fathers. Just isn’t done. Something 
to do with dating etiquette. 

Didn’t that beautiful unnamed 
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blonde and Denise Robinson, 
David Flair’s pretty NWO-supplied 
girlfriends, ever learn anything 
about dating etiquette? 

Ah, it’s a tangled web we 
weave in WCW, where an over- 
whelming case of mid-life crisis 
changed everything for Ric Flair. 
He came to a horrible realization: 
The beautiful women who used to 
flock to him, who used to beg to 
be at his side, were now laughing 
at him. Sure, those women aren’t 
really in love with David. They’re 
just part of this elaborate NWO 
plot. But their laughing still both- 
ered the “Nature Boy.” 

So he took it out on us. 

“Sometimes the fans need to be 
reminded that Ric Flair is still the 
dirtiest player in the game,” Flair 
said after benefiting from biased 
Officiating to win his 14th world title 
at Uncensored '99. “It doesn’t mat- 
ter how you get the job done, as 
long as it gets done in the end!” 

So here’s to you, Mr. and Mrs. 
Robinson! Both of you got the job 
done. 

Charles Robinson: He was the 


5 


crooked referee in the Flair vs. 
Hollywood Hogan match. He 
refused to stop the first-blood 
match when Flair’bled first, then 
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he refused to count one of Ho- 


- gan’s pin attempts, then he made 


a fast count when Flair covered 
Hogan. 

Denise Robinson? She was 
supposedly offered $20,000 from 
the NWO to seduce David Flair 
and make sure he stays on their 
side. She’s a hard woman to 
resist. 

But the most stunning turn of 
events occurred at Uncensored, 
when Flair turned against the fans 
and, in effect, turned Hogan into a 
fan favorite. At the time, it was 
impossible to say what precipitat- 
ed his actions, but it soon became 
clear that it wasn’t David who got 
to Ric, or the NWO that got to Da- 
vid, but the NWO that got to Ric. 

It's as if Flair is saying, “If it’s 
the bad guys the women like, |’ll 
give them bad.” 

There was no more telling state- 
ment than the one David Flair 
uttered at Nitro on March 1, 1999, 
when he claimed that Arn An- 
derson and Flair were mad be- 
cause they couldn’t.get a woman 
like'the two hanging all over him. 
“WCW and the Horsemen are 
old,” David said. 
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His words hurt the “Nature 
Boy.” Ric Flair looked in the mirror 
and decided that the years had 
caught up with him. He decided to 


| "i 
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AS air squee zes his la 
stl streng gth into. this 
eglock. it a 


roll back the tape and do what he 
does best: become a bad guy. 

“He doesn’t even seem to care 
about David's betrayal anymore,” 
, said WCW commentator 
| Mike Tenay. “I’ve seen a total 
| change come over him, like 
| he’s the Flair of 10 years 
ago. Maybe that’s what he 
wants, to become a younger 
=) man by rolling back the years 
| and going back to what he 
used to be. The thing that 
alarms everyone is that he’s 
now WCW president for life, 
™) and he’s become a dictator. 
=) Given the choice between 
| Flair and Bischoff, I’m not 
| sure who most people would 
} choose anymore.” 
| — The sentimental Flair, the 
| one who dedicated his Su- 
perBrawl match to his family 
| (it was, of course, at that 
| PPV that the blonde con- 
vinced David to betray his 
| father), has been washed 
away by a sea of greed and 
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Er 


egotism. The Flair who spoke in 
interviews about the woman, his 
wife, who changed his life, has 
been replaced by a man who no 
longer mentions his family. He’s 
like a man who has ripped off his 
wedding ring in order to convince 
women that he isn’t married. 
Flair’s mid-life crisis has become a 
mid-life nightmare. 

And he loves it. 

“This is the way it's supposed to 
be,” Flair said. “Il never went by the 
rules. | never marched to the beat 
of anyone else’s drummer. The 
women always loved Ric Flair 
because he was an individual, 
because he didn’t take any crap 
from anyone and just went out and 
got what he wanted. That's the Ric 
Flair you’re seeing now. Welcome 
home, ‘Nature Boy’! Whoooooo!” 

Welcome home? We wonder if 
Flair, acting like he’s been, is wel- 
come home anymore. 

After all, there are some places 
where the rules are always en- 
forced. 
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“T have a 
wrestler’s head 
and an ECW 
heart.” 
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SHANE DOUGLAS 


HEN WRESTLING FANS 
hear the name Shane Doug- 
las, they usually think of 


two things: a four-time former ECW 
heavyweight champion and a wrestler 
who refuses to let injuries get the best 
of him. Yet there is more to this 16- 
year veteran than gold belts and 
bruises. 

Very few fans know about the 
Shane Douglas who used to daydream 
about escaping the housing project in 
which he was raised. Or the Shane 
Douglas who learned how to play the 
bass guitar and drums. Or the Shane 
Douglas who is treated with the 
utmost respect by his peers in the 
ECW locker room. And even the most 
hardcore ECW fans would be shocked 
to learn that the cocky young man 
who threw aside the NWA title in 
1994 so he could start a revolution 
was filled with apprehension and fear 
by his own actions. 

Three title reigns and countless 
injuries later, Shane Douglas still 
wrestles by the convictions upon 
which that revolution was founded: 
The fans come first, and the reward 
for hard work is the satisfaction of 
knowing that your fans believe in 
you. And once his fans stop believing 
in him, Shane Douglas will retire. 
Douglas has worked very hard to 
give his fans someone to believe in; 
that is probably why his much- 
rumored retirement has yet to materi- 
alize. As Douglas explains, saying 
goodbye is much more complicated 
than it sounds. 


“The Franchise” agreed to sit 
down with WRESTLING SUPERSTARS 
Associate Editor Frank Krewda 
before a recent card at the ECW 
Arena to discuss, among other things, 
his future plans, the future of ECW, 
and his rise from poverty to the top of 
the wrestling world. 

kK 

WRESTLING SUPERSTARS: 
Shane, I suppose the first ques- 
tion on everyone’s mind is this: 
Where do you stand right now 
in regard to retirement, and 
what caused you to consider it 
in the first place? 

SHANE DOUGLAS: Retirement is 
still in the back of my head. 
I’ve always been careful that 
whatever I say is stuck to. 
Retirement is something that I 
never want to use as a promo- 
tional tool; it’s the culmina- 
tion of a year-and-a-half of a 
plethora of injuries that we’ve 
enumerated several times on 


television. 

WS: Could you enumerate them one 
more time? 

SD: Sure. A fractured palate. A 


dual-fracture of the left cheek- 
bone. Two broken noses. Four 
concussions. Three elbow 
surgeries. A compound frac- 
ture of the wrist and torn car- 
tilage in my knee. 

That’s enough to make any man 
quit, but you’ve wrestled 
through injuries for most of 
your career. There must be 


WS: 


SD: 


WS: 


SD: 


some other factors at work here. 
I knew that with being the top 
dog in a company as small as 
ECW, there came a lot of pres- 
sure, and I’ve always handled it. 
But after five years, it got a little 
old, and the injuries just pushed 
me over the edge. I started los- 
ing my fire. I started to become 
gun-shy. I think in ECW, where 
we do so many physically de- 
manding things, that I’m letting 
the fans down if I don’t give 
them 100 percent. When you go 
in the ring saying, “I’m going to 
get hurt,” and you’re apprehen- 
sive in your attack, then the 
match itself lacks excitement, 
and you’re more likely to get 
hurt. So it’s a vicious cycle. The 
retirement thing was a culmina- 
tion of all those thoughts. But to 
me, retirement does not mean 
sitting in a rocking chair in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Re- 
tirement means no longer being 
active in the ring, but doing the 
thousands of things behind the 
scenes that need to be done for 
ECW. 

You attempted to announce 
your retirement on three sepa- 
rate occasions, but for various 
reasons, you haven’t been able 
to do it. What’s the problem? 
After my match with Taz at 
Guilty as Charged, Paul Hey- 
man cut the microphone off 
because I told him that I 
might announce my retire- 
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ment that night, and he was 
very nervous. Then the next 
week at the ECW Arena, 
when I received such an over- 
whelming response from the 
crowd, I started to again, but 
because I always thought that 
when I say those words, it 
really will be the end of my 
career, I couldn’t bring myself 
to say them. It was such an 
emotional night. I never 
thought that level of emotion 
was possible in the sport 
today. So, to see all that come 
to a head in the ECW Arena 


WS: 


SD: 


te 
= 


sort of reignited a fire in my 
belly a little bit. 

Using fan reaction as a barome- 
ter might not be the most accu- 
rate way to determine when it’s 
time to retire, because Shane 
Douglas will always elicit a 
response from the ECW crowd. 
When will you know it’s finally 
time to quit? 

I'll take it on a nightly basis. 
I'll sit back and assess when I 
come back from the ring. 
Could I have done better in the 
match tonight? Am I losing a 
step of speed? 1 want to make 


4 


sure that when I do lose a step, 
when my performance lacks 
because my body can’t do 
what it used to do, that I’m the 
first person to step back and 
say, “Call it quits.” Fans don’t 
deserve to be screwed like 
that. I mean, let’s face it, you 
see Flair and Hogan and these 
guys, and they’re shells of 
what they used to be. And that 
pay-per-view match from a 
few weeks ago [SuperBrawl 
IX] was so horrifying that I’d 
be embarrassed. I’d be embar- 
rassed to walk to the ring at 50 
years old, with Taz doing a 
suplex that looks like hell, and 
Shane Douglas trying to leg- 
dive a guy and looking like 
hell. When I leave wrestling, I 
want to make sure that my last 
match is one of the better 
matches of my career. 


: I’m assuming that match will 


take place in ECW, but with so 
many of ECW’s top stars going 
to the WWF or WCW, I guess 
we shouldn’t be surprised to 
hear rumors that “The Fran- 
chise” is going to WrestleMania 
XV to challenge for the hard- 
core title. 


: The one thing I’ve learned over 


the years is to never say never. 
So I’m not saying that I’ll 
never go to WCW or the 
WWFE. But I wouldn’t go to be 
involved in the hardcore title. I 
would go to be involved in their 
World title. To me, the hard- 
core title is a little bone thrown 
in there to appease the hard- 
core fans. To hell with that. 
“The Franchise” is all about 
gold. The real gold. If I were to 
go to the World Wrestling 
Federation, it’d be to wrestle 
Steve Austin or Rocky Maivia 
or Mankind or whoever has 
the belt. If I were to go to 
WCW, it would be to wrestle 


Shane Douglas lost his fourth ECW heavyweight title to Taz at the Guilty as 
Charged pay-per-view. Despite their grudge in the ring, Douglas calls Taz the 
best chain wrestler in the sport. 


Goldberg or Hogan or Flair or 
whoever has that belt. I don’t 
plan on going anywhere to 
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Fans react favorably to Francine whenever she and Douglas emerge from the dressing room 
(above left). “The Head Cheerleader” is not afraid to take on an active role in Shane’s match- 
es (above right). “Francine is a very tough girl,” Douglas says. i 


become a cruiserweight cham- 
pion or a hardcore champion. 
At this stage of my career, I 
don’t endeavor to be a curtain 
jerk or a popcorn match. If it 
gets to the point where that’s 
all my talents have to offer, it’s 
time to call it quits. There’s 
nothing to that rumor. 
Speaking of the WWF and 
WCW, both promotions have 
really embraced the hardcore 
attitude, eclipsing ECW in a 
way. Now that the extreme 
approach is no longer unique, 
how does ECW intend to coun- 
ter the Big Two? 

We’ve always zigged when 
everybody else zagged. When I 
was in the WWF in 1995, I got 
yelled at for saying “hell” one 
night. Now you see Steve Austin 
flipping people off, Vince 


McMahon flipping people off. 
It is clear they have followed 
the suit that ECW has laid 
down. You know, Lee Iacocca 
once said, “You can follow, you 
can lead, or you can get the hell 
out of the way.” We choose to 
lead. They can follow us all they 
want. And, yeah, the appear- 
ance might be to some fans out 
there that WCW or the WWF 
did it first because they’re seen 
more widely than us. But our 
fans know who started it. 
WCW and the WWE know 
who started it. And the way we 
plan on countering is by doing 
what the other two companies 
can’t do: going back to wres- 
tling. ECW can offer a little bit 
of everything. You have Taz, 
one of the best chain wrestlers 
in the sport. You have New 


WSs: 


Jack, who’ll do some of the cra- 
zier stuff. You have Sabu, who 
does some of the more beautiful 
and homicidal stuff—no pun 
intended. Anybody can come to 
ECW and be satisfied. You 
might hate the hardcore style, 
but you’re still going to get 
some wrestling. You might hate 
the wrestling and loye all blood 
and guts, and you’re going to 
get that, too. You have Super 
Crazy and Yoshihiro Tajiri, 
who are putting on unbeliev- 
able performances. So it will be 
interesting to see if the other 
companies try to return to 
more traditional wrestling a 
year from now. I think they 
will, 

Do you see anything standing in 
the way or threatening this 
movement back to the basics? 
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prod by Steve Austin doesn’t 
sell a ticket. All it does is pro- 
vide vulgarity to the show— 
shock value, which I think is 


50 WRESTLING SUPERSTARS 


short-lived. It’s going to bring 
undue pressure to the sport. 
It’s going to turn the wrong 
eyes on to our business. It is 
throwing fuel on the fire of 
criticism. 


tude. I wouldn’t call 
myself a religious 
person, but I feel very 
fortunate to whomey- 


er and whatever the power 
that is. I’m thankful and 
grateful that I have been given 
the physical health and the 
skills I have. The fact is, there 
are better wrestlers out there 


WS: If you could use your veteran in the world that you and I 
status to change one thing in will never hear about because 
wrestling, what would it be? they weren’t in the right place 

SD: Well, obviously I would have at the right time, or they 
some of the things I’ve just didn’t have the right connec- 
mentioned lessened or deleted tion. I am very proud of the 
from the sport. But I would also fact that I was able to ascend 
like to see the rules better to the top of the business with- 
enforced. I don’t think that an out having my dad, my broth- 
exciting wrestling match needs er, or my uncle be a wrestler. 
to be exclusive of rules. And I I used to sit in my bedroom 
think ECW has probably been and just look out the window, 
the biggest reason for that, and listening to my music, and I 
that’s a criticism of my own always thought that music 

“I'd be embarrassed to company. We have less- 
walk to the ring at 50 years ened the impact of the 
old, with Taz doing a official. When you get 
suplex that looks like hell, sey _ s mae 
* ere you outside 
and shane Dougias trying the ring, there literally 
to legdive a guy and looking are no rules. Well, if 
like hell. When I leave there are no rules, then 
wrestling, I want to make the official means noth- 
sure that my last match is ing. Why put him out 
one of the better matches of there? Just let us go out 
my career.” until somebody’s not 
standing. I think it 
makes for a much more 
SD: Absolutely. I think that some exciting match when 
of the stuff that the WWF is the rules are in place 
doing now really has no merit. and the official does 
Mark Henry having sex with carry some weight. 
another man does not sell a Otherwise the match 
wrestling ticket. I don’t think is irrelevant. 

that any wrestling fan sat WS: One of the least-known 
back at the end of the night facts about Shane 
and said, “What a great Douglas has been his 
wrestling show tonight on rise from an underprivi- 
Raw. Mark Henry had sex leged childhood to the 
with another man.” It embar- top of the wrestling 
rasses me as a pro wrestler. world. What goes 
And I’m not even in that com- through your mind 
pany. That kind of stuff I real- when you reflect on 

ly, really dislike. Vince Mc- how far you’ ve come? 
Mahon getting violated with a SD: Well, intense grati- 


Douglas bodyslams Justin Credible, a man he 
lists as a serious contender to the ECW title and 
a future leader of the hardcore revolution, 


would be my way out of the 
projects. But when you grow 
up in the projects, and you 
grow up fighting, you get 
involved in athletics because 
athletics is one of the surest 
ways out. I was fortunate to 
get my break in the wrestling 
business, which is a very diffi- 
cult business to break into, 
and, secondly, to have the 
longevity I’ve had in the busi- 
ness, which is very uncom- 
mon. But to have the success 
I’ve had without having my 
dad or my uncle pull strings 
for me, like some people have 
had—and I don’t criticize 
them for that, that’s good for 
them that they had that in, 
but I didn’t—it makes it a lot 
easier for me to look in the 
mirror and say “I’m really 
proud of what I’ve accom- 
plished, because no one hand- 
ed it to me.” I often feel guilty, 
too, like if I’m eating in a nice 
restaurant with my wife. I 
remember a few years ago a 
couple of guys went out to eat 
after the matches. I think 
Cactus Jack was there, and I 
started putting ketchup on my 
pancakes. Jack was like, 
“Why are you putting ketch- 
up on your pancakes?” Well, 
it goes back to when I was lit- 
tle. We were so poor that 
sometimes we ate pancakes 
five or six nights in a row. 
And many times we would 
run out of syrup. If we were 
out of syrup, then we would 
use blueberry jelly. If we 
were out of jelly, then we 
would use powdered sugar. If 
we were out of powdered 
sugar, it was ketchup. Just a 
week ago I bought a Rolex 
watch, and I’m thinking to 
myself, Damn, when I was 
younger, I would have given 
both my arms to be able to 
afford something like this. So 1 
feel extremely fortunate to be 


Lance Storm is another member of the ECW youth movement who gives ECW a 
broader appeal. Shane says the diverse skills of Storm and Chris Chetti will keep 
ECW on the cutting edge of the sport for years to come. 


WS: 


SD: 


in the position I am in today. 
Sounds like a self-made man to 
me, but you've had to have had 
some help along the way. Aside 
from Dominic DeNucci, who 
formally trained you, who has 
been the biggest influence in 
your career? 

Bruno Sammartino was a big 
one. I learned a lot from 
Bruno Sammartino. Bruno 
was the top draw of his day, 
and I think he is a gentleman. 
He has a lot of knowledge. I 
think he has some misguided 
feelings about the sport to- 
day—i.e. they were better at it 
in their day than we are. But I 
think anybody’s going to say 


that. Twenty years from now, 
I'll probably be saying that 
we were better at it than guys 
20 years from now are. 
There’s a reason he sold out 
the Civic Arena in Pittsburgh 
every month for 12 years ina 
row. Ric Flair was very influ- 
ential from a distance. I used 
to watch him and want to 
emulate him. Rick Steamboat 
was a huge direct influence on 
my career. I credit him with 
taking the young Shane 
Douglas and teaching him the 
skills to become a “Fran- 
chise.” Ricky Steamboat knew 
how to be a main-event play- 
er. Shane Douglas didn’t. 


WRESTLING SUPERSTARS 51 


WS: 


SD: 


7 


Flair, like most young wrestlers 
did at the time. We would ask 
him for criticism or advice. 
After a match, I’d come back 
from the ring and say, “Hey, 
Ric, did you see my match? 
What did you think?” And 
he’d say, “Yeah, great, do the 
same thing tomorrow night.” 
The next night I’d ask him, 
“Ric, what did you think?” 
Again, he’d say, ‘Great. Do the 
same thing tomorrow night.” 
After a while, I caught on. I 
mean, here’s this wrestling leg- 
end telling me I’m great, but 
I’m not getting anywhere. I 
mean, I’m not stupid. So one 
night after my match I go 
behind the curtain and Flair is 
standing there, and I ask him, 
“Hey, Ric, did you see my 
match? Did you like the cross- 
bodyblock?” or whatever the 
move was, and he says, “Yeah, 
it was great. Do it again tomor- 
row night.” Well, I didn’t do a 
cross-bodyblock ... 

That's what all the bad blood is 
about? 

Well, the point is, what’s 
wrong with giving back to the 
sport, Frank? Here are guys 
like Flair and Hogan, 40-to- 
50-year-old guys who’ve been 
on top for 25 years. Why can’t 
they just look at themselves 
and say, “It’s time to get out 


of the way”? It’s almost like 
these older guys are trying to 


Being a 16-year veteran, Douglas knows how to exploit an opponent's weaknesses. 
Here he zeros in on Sabu’s vulnerable neck and jaw. Smart wrestling helped Douglas 
defeat Sabu (and Terry Funk) for his third ECW title. 


Shane Douglas knew how to 


be those three people after 


kill the sport so they can go 
out on top. 


: What has been the highlight of 


give it his best, but didn’t Dominic. your career? 

really know how to become WS: It’s ironic you would mention SD: In the ring, becoming ECW 
the guy on the card, the main Flair as a major influence. You World heavyweight champi- 
event. I used to hear the criti- guys have had a much-publi- on. 

cisms all the time. “He’s a cized verbal war for some time. WS: Which time? 

mid-card performer; he’ll Where did the hard feelings SD: Probably the last time, because 
never be a main-eventer.” I come from? I realized what it meant. The 
knew in my head that I had SD: My problem with Ric Flair is first time, you’re fortunate to 


the skill. I just didn’t know 
how to take all that raw talent 
and put it into becoming a 
main-eventer. I'd say it would 
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not a personal one—it’s more 
generational than anything. Pll 
give you an example. When I 
was young, I looked up to Ric 


ascend to that position, to get a 
shot at the gold and then win. 
You’re young and don’t real- 
ize what you’vye done. The 


“My number-one goal is to 
stay healthy and give good 
wrestling matches. And I 
think the cart will follow 
the horse. If I do those two 
things, it’s only a matter of 
time before I ascend back 
to the World title.” 


night I threw down the NWA 
title [in 1994], I had no idea 
the magnitude of what I was 
doing. It was an action that I 
just did in the ring. I just 
looked over and saw the NWA 
belt sitting there and saw the 
ECW belt and just took the 
volition to do it. 

WS: You had no idea it would be the 
basis for the ECW revolution? 

SD: I really didn’t. I came back 
that night and I really didn’t 
think it would have that much 
impact. And God, within 
days, my phone was ringing 
off the hook. “Did you know 
Flair is pissed off, Funk’s 
pissed off, Dusty Rhodes is 
pissed off, the Briscos are 
pissed off?” But that was not 
the intent of what I did. 


I was young in the business 
and had always respected 
those guys. I was most con- 
cerned with how Ricky 
Steamboat felt because we 
were such friends and he was 
such a big influence on me. I 
was worried about what im- 
pact it would have. Remem- 
ber, ECW was a very small 
company, and there was no 
guarantee that we’d even be 
around another week, let alone 
five more years, or the dura- 
tion. I didn’t know what the 


magnitude of it was and didn’t 
realize what impact it would 
have. Then when I found out, I 
had mixed feelings. I was very 
nervous and apprehensive. Did 
I burn bridges? Did I ruin my 
career? At the same time, I 
was also very happy because 
my dad always said, “You can 
walk on the ground with 
everybody else, or you can fly 
with the eagles,” and I felt that 
this was the first time in my 
life that I really put that into 
practice. Let’s face it, the poor 


WS: How did you feel when you Douglas works over Shawn Michaels during his most recent stay in the WWF. 
fouridiall Ofthi 9 Douglas says he would go back to the WWF only if he could compete for the World 
oun 0 s out! title. “The Franchise’ is all about gold,” Douglas says. “The real gold.” 
SD: I was a bit nervous, you know. 
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One of the most influential people in 
Douglas’ career was Rick Steamboat. 
Not only did Douglas and Steamboat win 
the WCW World tag team title, but Shane 
credits Steamboat with teaching him the 
skills to be a main event wrestler. 


guy that gets up every day and 
plugs away at his job from 
nine to five for the rest of his 
life will never, ever be any- 
thing but an employee. The 
guy that goes out and has a 
vision, the guy that goes out 
and tries something new, 
might fall flat on his face, but 
those people, more often than 
not, are successful people. But 
I think the last time that I had 
the title, after winning it back 
from Bam Bam Bigelow, I 
realized how precious it is, and 
how fleeting it can be. When I 
lost to Taz, I went home, and it 
was a real tough kick in the 
gut. It was a relief on the one 
hand that I no longer had this 
mountain of responsibility, but 
it also is a kick in the gut when 
your name’s no longer at the 
top of the list. 
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How has not being at the top of 
the list altered your approach in 
the ring? 

It definitely makes you hungri- 
er. I dominated the heavy- 
weight division here for five 
years, and I knew it was a mat- 
ter of time before that domi- 
nance came to an end. I knew 
that it was just a matter of 
time before the Tommy 
Dreamers, the Tazes, and the 
Sabus and Van Dams devel- 
oped fully enough to become 
real credible threats to the 
title. So you get complacent. 
You think, This is my spot, I 
deserve it, and I’m here to stay. 
Losing my belt to Taz, then 
seeing my name down at the 
bottom of the list certainly 
made me hungry to get back to 
the top again, although it’s not 
my number-one goal. My 
number-one goal is to stay 
healthy and give good 
wrestling matches. 
And I think the cart 
will follow the horse. 
If I do those two 
things, it’s only a 
matter of time before 
I ascend back to the 
World title. 

What member or mem- 
bers of the young guard 
pose the biggest threat 
to your ascension? 

I would say, short 
term, Justin Credible 
and Lance Storm. In 
the last year, these 
two guys have devel- 
oped tremendously. 
The old vanguard of 
ECW—the Tazes, the 
Shane Douglases, the 
Tommy Dreamers— 
it’s almost as if you 
can sense the chang- 
ing of the guard. Not 
that we’re retiring or 
disappearing or leay- 
ing the face of the 
earth, but it’s no 


WS: 


SD: 


longer just us on top. It’s now 
us fighting for our positions to 
stay on top with these guys 
ascending the ladder. Long 
term, Chris Chetti is a World 
champion to be. I think I’d be 
a little bit disappointed that if 
in five years he hasn’t become 
a champion of some kind, 
because he’s got everything it 
takes. He’s got the ambition, 
the right attitude, the skills, 
and the drive. 

An often-overlooked, yet indis- 
pensable weapon in your arse- 
nal is Francine. Give us a little 
history on how “The Franchise” 
and Francine hooked up and 
why you guys have been so suc- 
cessful together. 

When I came back from the 
WWF in 1995, I saw this 
young girl dressed in all 
leather with The Pit Bulls, and 
she had a great look. Her atti- 


Douglas says he had no idea that casting aside 
the NWA heavyweight title in 1994 would provide 
the impetus for the ECW revolution. That action 
raised the ire of several former NWA champs, but 
Douglas felt it was the right thing to do. 


tude was such that 
she really seemed 
ambitious, but she 
looked out of place 
with The Pit Bulls. So 
I went over to her 
and told her. Then I 
started to coach her 
through the promos 
and give her point- 
ers. And we sort of 
forged a friendship 
where she would 
start coming to me 
and asking me ques- 
tions. “How should I 
handle myself in this 
situation?” or “What 
should I do if this 
comes up?” Then the 
matches with The Pit 
Bulls came up, and it 
seemed like a natur- 
al thing for her to 
move from there. 
She seemed like a 
much more beautiful girl 
when she wasn’t covered in 
leather. So I gave the sugges- 
tion to the company. “Put her 
with me; I think we could do a 
lot of good stuff together.” 
Suddenly, the “Franchise” 
character had this sex appeal, 
and the equation was then 
complete. I think that’s the 
reason for all the success. 
We’ve had a lot of success, 
and I think we will always be 
very close friends. Regardless 
of what happens, Shane 
Douglas and Francine Four- 
nier will always have some 
relationship because of all the 
success we’ve had together, Of 
course, there are times when 
we’re at each other’s throats, 
but I guess it’s like when 
Carroll O’Connor comes 
across Jean Stapleton some- 
place; they’re not going to 
walk separate ways. They’re 
going to say, “Hey, what’s up? 
Long time no see.” And ’m 
sure 20 years from now, Fran- 


WS: 


SD: 


cine and I will do the same 
thing. 

In your most recent attempt at 
retirement, you intended to 
hand your boots and the “Fran- 
chise” legacy over to Tommy 
Dreamer. You guys have been 
on separate paths throughout 
your tenure in ECW. Why 
Dreamer? 

Tommy has the face of ECW. 
He personifies what ECW is 
all about. He knows how to 
wrestle. Hopefully us teaming 
will get Tommy back to the 
wrestling side of ECW, which 
can only benefit the company. 
Let’s face it, I can take you, 
someone who’s never wrestled 
in your life, and say, ‘“Here’s 
how you swing a chair. Hit 
somebody in the head with 
it.” But can I teach you to 
chain-wrestle? Can I teach 
you to execute a wrestling 
maneuver that incites the 
crowd? Tommy has that abili- 
ty, even though he hasn’t 
shown it lately. Hopefully, he 
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One of ECW’s most successful cliques was The Triple Threat. But now Douglas is at war with 
Lance Storm, Bam Bam Bigelow is in WCW, and Chris Candido has turned against his former 
friend. Only Francine has remained loyal to “The Franchise.” 


will emerge from our partner- 
ship a great wrestler who can 
still do the hardcore stuff, 
which Tommy does better 
than anybody in the company. 
I’ve always said that I have a 
wrestler’s head and an ECW 
heart. Tommy has that. Even 
if he ever leaves, he’Il still per- 
sonify ECW. 

What will Shane Douglas’ 
legacy be? 

I’ve thought about that a lot, 
especially with the contempla- 
tion of retirement. I hope the 
fans see “The Franchise” as 
somebody who deeply loves 
the wrestling business, who is 
deeply concerned about giving 
great performances, great 
wrestling matches, great 
entertainment, and as some- 
one who is legitimate. If I were 
to drop dead tomorrow, I 
would hope that my grave- 
stone would say, “Here’s a guy 
who loved wrestling and did 
everything he could to make 
sure it prospered.” O 
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WRESTLING SUPERSTARS CLASSIC 
Maybe Sable wouldn't have 
been so rough on Tori if she 
knew she used to be known as 
Terri Power ... and was a very 
good wrestler. Want to know 
more about her past? Check out 
this “Wrestling Superstars 
Classic” from August 1991 
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By Bob Smith 


HEN THE MASKED La Gata 

entered the ring for a match 
this past October, she thought she was 
in for an easy night. She was set to 
face a raw rookie named Terri Power, 
and most newcomers don’t stand a 
chance with such a seasoned veteran— 
particularly one who learned her skills 
in the fiercely competitive rings of 
Mexico. 

La Gata’s expression couldn't be 
seen behind her mask, but her body 
language soon gave her away. She 
backed into her comer like a scared 
feline when an exuberant Power 
stormed the ring. At 5’7” and 152 
pounds, Power stood a full head taller 
than the diminutive La Gata, but that 
was simply the beginning. 

When Power removed her ring 
robe, she revealed a physique unlike 
any ever seen in women’s wrestling: 
incredibly wide shoulders, huge biceps, 
and tree-like legs. La Gata didn’t know 
if Power had any ability to go with her 
incredible physique, but she already 
knew that she wanted no part of her. 

When the bell sounded, Gata tried 
to escape the ring, but the swift Power 
soon caught up with her. Power lifted 
Gata over her shoulders with ease and 
crashed her to the mat with an intense 
bodyslam. Gata, desperate to end the 
attack, caught Power with a boot to 
the stomach, then climbed to the top ™ 
rope. 

La Gata wanted to pounce on Pow- 
er, but Teri had other ideas. She 
caught up with Gata, pressed her over 
her head, and hurled her foe to the 
mat. Power then climbed to the tum- 
buckle and caught the dazed Gata with 
an expertly executed reverse bodyblock 
and pin. 

In less than two minutes, Power had 
done more than beaten a veteran com- 
petitor: She had sent shock waves 
throughout women’s wrestling. 

“T never dreamed I'd be such an 
instant success,” said Power. “Sure, I 
knew I was bigger and more powerful 
than most wrestlers, but I never 
thought I'd be rushing into the LPWA 
top 10 the way I have. And I say 
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without hesitation that I'll be LPWA 
champion soon. Look at my record: 
Lelani Kai, Judy Martin, Gata, The 
Beast, Black Venus, and on and on. 
I'm beating them, all, and I have no 
intention of stopping now.” 

Power's comments stopped far short 
of arrogance, but there’s no denying 
this outstanding physical specimen is 
on the verge of greatness. In fact, the 
intense dedication displayed by the for- 
mer bodybuilder rivals that of many of 
her superstar male counterparts. 

For four hours each day, Power lifts 
weights, does road work, and takes 
part in an intense workout regimen 
designed to hone her awesome phy- 
sique. Her efforts have paid off: Few 
women come close to matching Pow- 
ers amazing strength and balance. But 
is it possible that Power has become 
too advanced for the sport? 

“That's the way I see it,” said 
LPWA Commissioner Wally Karbo, a 
former promoter who has seen nearly 
every wrestling star during the past 
four decades. “Terri's just too much 
for most of her contemporaries. I've 
seen men who aren’t nearly as well- 
proportioned as Power is. After Pow- 
er’s first matches, I had some women 
begging not to have to face her. She’s 
going to have a hard time finding foes 
if she keeps displaying this kind of 
ability.” 

Thus far, however, Power hasn’t run 
out of quality opponents. But after 
cleanly pinning former WWF World 
women’s champion Lelani Kai in a re- 
cent match, Kai's manager, Christo- 
pher Love, was livid. 

“This is unfair!” bellowed the effemi- 
nate “Queen.” “Power is an amazon! 
My gosh, she’s twice the size of most 
of the wrestlers in the LPWA! She 
must be stopped! All the LPWA man- 
agers are going to do everything in our 
power to wipe Power out. She'll never 
be able to withstand the combined 
forces of. Kai and Judy Martin, Bad 
Girl and Black Venus, and Magnificent 
Mimi and Denise Storm. We’re gonna 
do whatever it takes to get rid of 
Power.” 

“What that wimp Chris fails to real- 
ize is that women’s wrestling has finally 


evolved,” laughed Reggie Bennett, an- 
other bodybuilder who frequently 
teams with Power. “Instead of the 
doughy, out-ofshape wrestlers of the 
‘60s and ’70s, women have gone high- 
tech. We're bigger and have more 
stamina than any generation of athletes 
who preceded us. And Terri has taken 
it all a step further than anybody. The 
days of hair-pulling and slapping are 
over. Now its bodyslams, suplexes, 
power moves, and aerial maneuvers. 
Some wrestlers are having trouble 
keeping up, but they'll fall by the way- 
side as the new breed takes over,” 

The old guard isn’t going out with- 
out a fight. Power was scheduled to 
wrestle the veteran Martin at the 
Sports Arena in Portland on April 20, 
but Martin made sure the match never 
came about. 

Power was greeting fans at ringside 
before the opening bell, which allowed 
Martin the opportunity to attack Terri 
from behind. Martin slammed Power 
with a steel chair, and even Power's 
wide shoulders could not absorb the 
blow. Martin rammed Power's head 
into the ringpost and, moments later, 
piledrived Terri into the cement floor. 
The incident left Power hurt, confused, 
and extremely angry. 

“Love must've put her up to this,” 
said Power as she rubbed her head in 
the locker room following the attack. 
“Martin's not close to being in my 
league—I've beaten her many times be- 
fore. So, since she can’t come close to 
beating me, she tries to put me out of 
action by mugging me.” 

Power stared at the floor, then lifted 
her head slowly. Her expression had 
changed from one of pain to one she 
had never sported before. 

“These women have seen what I 
can do,” said Power intently. “But 
they've never seen how I react when I 
get mad. And believe me, I’m past the 
point of being rational right now. 
From now on, I'm going all-out, full- 
tilt—and if 1 injure a few rulebreakers 
in the process, that’s just too bad.” 

In the past nine months, Power has 
already dominated her sport. The kind 
of devastation she’s capable of in her 
current state is anybody's guess. () 
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SUPERSTAR 


DREAM MATCH 


BRET HART vs. VINCE McMAHON 


COMPARING THE COMBATANTS 


BRET HART 


Stands 5'11” and weighs 235 pounds ... 
Began his pro career in 1976 ... A graduate of his 
father Stu’s Dungeon ... Two-time former WWF 
Intercontinental champ ... Two-time former co- 
holder of the WWF tag team title with Jim 
Neidhart ... Five-time former WWF World champ 


... Three-time former WCW U.S. champion ... — 


Claims to have been “screwed” by Vince Mc- 
Mahon at the end of his WWF career. 
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VINCE McMAHON 


Stands 6’3” and weighs 253 pounds ... Bought 
Capitol Wrestling Corporation from his father in 1982 
and thus took over control of the WWF ... Didn't step 
into the ring as a wrestler until April 1998 ... Hasn't 
held any major titles, but has undermined the title 
reigns of several WWF champs, including those of 
Steve Austin and Bret Hart ... Claims that “Bret 
screwed Bret.” 


was, and the best there ever will be,” and to his 
everlasting credit, it was more than just another 
wrestling boast. 

Once he finally left The Hart Foundation and began 
to forge a solo career, Bret Hart began to realize his 
true potential. He captured the WWF Intercontinental 
title. Then the WWF World heavyweight title. Then 
another WWF World heavyweight title. Then a third. A 
fourth. A fifth. 

Then he decided to leave the WWF and enter 


f E called himself “the best there is, the best there 


Bret felt had to be made. In its wake, Vince McMahon 
decided he had to make sure Bret dian't take the WWF 
title with him to WCW, so he had referee Earl Hebner 
call for the bell as soon as Shawn Michaels applied a 
sharpshooter on him at Survivor Series’ 97, even 
though Bret never submitted. He did this in front of a 
Canadian crowd. In front of his countrymen. 

Bret was outraged. He spat at McMahon from the 
ring, then punched him after he returned to the 
dressing room area. 

“McMahon screwed me,” Bret said. 


WCW. 
Bad move. 


It was a decision not made in haste, but one that 


“Bret screwed Bret,” McMahon responded. 
Bret left for WCW. But the echoes of the dressing 


room assault remained ... until now. 


In each issue, WRESTLING SUPERSTARS will present a sensational Dream 
Match, a spectacular battle involving the sport’s greatest athletes. 
It’s unlikely this match will ever happen anywhere—except in the 
pages of this magazine and in the arena of your imagination! 


WRESTLING WITH 
SHADOWS 


When Bret Hart agreed to 
participate in the documentary 
project that ultimately resulted in the 
film Wrestling With Shadows, he 
thought it would be a learning 
experience. He'd always loved film, 
and as a teenager even harbored 
some dreams of working behind the 
camera as a producer or a director. 

When events between Hart and 
McMahon began to unfold during 
the year-long shoot, the “Hitman” 
realized that the documentary was 
going to be more than a learning 
experience. It was going to be 
something of an emotional release. 
By baring his soul and his career on 
film, Hart would be able to exorcise 
the demons that hounded him 
during his last months in the World 
Wrestling Federation, the very 
demons that perched on his 
shoulder and whispered in his ear, 
“Hit him! Hit that lying scumbucket 
McMahon!” The very demons that 
cheered when he did. 

When Wresiling With Shadows 
became as popular as it did, Hart 
was initially pleased. Then dis- 
mayed. The learning experience 


that had become an 
emotional release was 
now becoming an emo- 
tional burden. Advertise- 
ments for the videotape of 
the documentary peered 
back at him from the 
pages of every wrestling 
magazine he looked at. 
The Arts & Entertainment 
cable television channel 
seemed to be rerunning 
the film every week. 

Everywhere Hart 
turned, there was the vivid 
reminder of what had 
been ... of the man who 
screwed him ... of the 
most humiliating moment 
of his career. 

He was constanily 
forced to relive the shame 
and the pain. Yes, he 
relived the punch, that 
one sweet moment of 
physical revenge. But 
while Hart's shame was 
played out before a pay- 
per-view audience, his 
pleasure took place be- 
hind closed doors. At times, it didn’t 
even seem real. 

And it was beginning to feel like 
it wasn’t nearly enough. 


While it cannot be denied that Vince 
McMahon gave Bret Hart the opportunity 
to become a superstar in the WWF, even 
the harshest “Hitman” critics must admit 
that McMahon did some damage to 
Bret's career at Survivor Series '97. 
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It was McMahon's feud with “Stone-Cold” Steve Austin that 
afforded Bret the perfect opportunity to even the score with 
his former boss in our “Dream Match.” But causing 
McMahon to lose the WWF title was only step one in Hart’s 


plan for revenge. 


NOT A HAPPY 
(Mc)MAHON 


WrestleMania XV was not a 
happy time for Vince McMahon. A 
new WWF World champion was 
crowned, and it was the one 
person McMahon absolutely did 
not want wearing the belt. 

“I’m back, son, so whether you 
like it or don’t like it, deal with it, 
because I’m the champ, and that’s 
the bottom line,” scraped the raspy 
voice of newly crowned WWF 
champion Steve Austin. 

Austin once again was wearing 
the WWF World championship 
belt, and that meant that Mc- 
Mahon and “Stone-Cold” were 
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once again ona 
collision course. 
The impact took 
place at Summer- 
Slam ’99, where 
McMahon once 
again donned the 
tights to wrestle 
Austin, as he had 
at the St. Val- 
entine’s Day Mas- 
sacre. 

It was slated to 
be a cage match, 
and McMahon felt 
he had a foolproof 
way of making 
sure that Austin 
lost his WWF belt. 
He'd rehired Paul 
Wight, who had 
since become the 
most dependable 
member of Team 
Corporate, to be 
the special referee 
for the match. He 
paid Mankind, who 
was still the top 
free agent in the 
WWF, to guard the 
cage to protect 
against outside 
interference. And 
he loaded up Aus- 
tin's match sched- 
ule with five solid 
weeks of title defenses—35 
consecutive championship matches 
—against the WWF’s top stars, 
right up to the day before 
SummerSlam. 

Austin entered the match weary 
and ripe for defeat. McMahon was 
cocky. 

When the bell rang, McMahon 
wrestled well, even better than he 
did at the St. Valentine’s Day 
Massacre. For much of the con- 
test, it appeared that he would, 
indeed, defeat Austin. He scored 
several two-counts, but Austin was 
always able to kick out. 

Except that ninth two-count. 
Austin was too exhausted to kick 
out. What was it that enabled him 
to avoid the pin? It was like some 


unseen force from below had ... 

Exactly. 

McMahon realized it too late. 
Someone or something under the 
ring had impacted Austin’s body, 
causing him to avoid the title- 
losing pinfall. McMahon sneered 
at the canvas as if something was 
about to pop up from beneath the 
ring at any second. Paul Wight 
stood back, expecting an earth- 
quake to occur. 

Suddenly, McMahon felt a 
blistering impact on the back of his 
head! 

Wham! 

Bret Hart had delivered a 
clothesline from the top of the 
steel cage that knocked McMahon 
senseless. Paul Wight was 
stunned, but he made no moves 
toward the “Hitman.” Mankind 
watched the events with a wry 
conspiratorial smile. 

Hart pulled a pocket knife out of 
his boot and sliced the canvas 
open to reveal some bizarre 
mechanical device that was de- 
signed to punch up into the 
flooring with enormous impact ... 
clearly enough impact to simulate 
a wrestler kicking out. 

The “Hitman” smiled. 

Then he spat in McMahon's 
face. 

“Never mind the why, Vince, or 
the how,” Bret spewed. “It doesn’t 
matter. Gears, levers, padding, 
and remote control. Nothing too 
complicated, except maybe for 
you.” 

He spat again in McMahon's 
face. 

“How's it feel to lose a title that 
was in the palm of your hand, huh, 
Vince? You like it? Are you en- 
joying the taste of your own med- 
icine? | hope so, because this is 
just the beginning!” 

Hart left the cage through the 
door that Mankind opened for him 
and disappeared into the dressing 
room area just as McMahon was 
returning to consciousness. He 
never knew what hit him. 

Until he saw the videotape later 
that evening. 


UNNERVED 


McMahon wouldn't admit it, but 
he was clearly unnerved by Hart's 
attack. After all, the “Hitman” was in 
the midst of a major campaign for 
the WCW World title; that he 
showed up at SummerSlam the 
way he did was as shocking as it 
gets in wrestling, even in these 
shock-a-day late-’90s. 

While on camera, McMahon 
always seemed to keep one eye to 
the left or right, just in case Hart 
would jump at him. While in meet- 
ings, he always kept one eye on the 
door, just in case Hart would come 
bursting into the room. 

Hart did nothing. 

For a while, anyway. 

He let McMahon simmer and 
stew in the juices of his own fears, 
waiting and wondering when the 
“Hitman” would strike next. 

But there was no next strike. Not 
yet, anyway. 

Just the letter. 


THE LETTER 


It came via overnight mes- 
senger, one of about a 
dozen such letters 
McMahon receives 
every business day. 
McMahon wasn't even 
going to open it at first, 
until he saw the return 
address: Calgary, 
Alberta. 

Vince: 

Yes, | cost you a 
title victory. But that 
was just a small taste 
of the pain and suf- 
fering you cost me 
and my family. You 
never earned a title; | 
was five-time World 
Wrestling Federation 
champion. You never 
had to go home and 
answer to your chil- 
dren for the way you 
won or lost a belt. You 


thing about pride or honor. 

This isn’t about a title, or about 
Steve Austin, or about the Cor- 
poration, or about any of that crap. 
This is about more. Much more. 

You and | know each other well, 
perhaps too well. We both know 
that this thing is bigger than both 
of us, and that we both need to put 
it behind us. I’ve received a leave 
of absence from WCW to take 
care of business | feel needs 
handling. 

Here’s how | want to handle it. 

One match, to a submission 
finish. But not inside a WWF ring, 
and not inside a WCW ring. Not 
inside a steel cage, either. The 
only audience | want is one 
cameraman, a documentary 
filmmaker. 

And | want it to happen in my 
father’s basement. In _ the 
Dungeon, right here in Calgary. 

Are you man enough? 

The letter was signed and 
notarized, and copies were for- 
warded to all wrestling magazines 
and media outlets. 

McMahon threw the letter on 
his desk, leaned back in his chair, 
and removed his glasses. As he 


tried to decide whether Hart was 
serious, there was a knock on his 
office door. 

“Dad, you gotta see what |I—" 

Shane McMahon, holding the 
overnight envelope, stopped in 
mid-sentence when he saw the 
same letter sitting on his father’s 
desk. “So what are you gonna...” 

Then the phone rang. 

“Mr. McMahon,” the secretary 
said, “| have phone messages 
from Pro Wrestling Illustrated, 
Sports Illustrated, ESPN, USA 
Network, and CBS Sportsline, all 
in the last five minutes, calling to 
ask about—” 

“Quiet!” McMahon barked. “1 
know what they’re calling to ask 
about. I'll have a statement for 
them by noon.” 


THE STATEMENT 


“Bret Hart has challenged me 
to a match,” Vince McMahon said 
to the assembled throng of 
reporters. “He has stated terms 
and conditions for the match— 
location, observers—and has 
been as arrogant in demanding 
this match as he was as World 


Vince was just about to put Austin away when the “Hitman” struck. He clipped Vince from behind 
just before the third slap of the mat, then issued a strange challenge to the WWF owner via 
never understood a overnight courier. 
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Bret used a Russian legsweep, similar to one he used on Lex Luger, to take down 
McMahon during their match at the Dungeon. Hart knew that the only way to ensure 
a fair match with Vince was to get him away from the bright lights of the WWF. 


Wrestling Federation champion. 
However, even given the one-sided 
nature of the challenge, | accept his 
terms, on one condition.” 

McMahon, ever the showman, 
paused for dramatic effect. 

“Win or lose, | want sole U.S. 
television rights to the videotape.” 


THE “HITMAN” 
RESPONDS 


“Let's do it,” Bret said very 
simply, and his personal lawyer 
drew up the papers and had them 
in the mail to McMahon the same 
day. 
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The match would take place 
Sunday, October 31, 1999. 

Halloween. 

In Stu Hart's Dungeon. 

It would be the greatest match 
nobody would see live. 


HALLOWEEN 
AFTERNOON 


“Who the hell ever imagined it 
would get this cold, even on 
Halloween?” McMahon asked 
Gerald Brisco, who joined Shane 
McMahon to accompany his boss 
to Calgary for the bout. “This is 
insane weather! No wonder Hart is 


such a cold-blooded swine.” 

Brisco chuckled at his boss’ 
turn of phrase, but he was worried 
for his boss all the same. In 
wrestling, the man with the home- 
ring advantage has a significant 
edge over his foe. This was more 
than a home-ring advantage at the 
Charlotte Coliseum or Madison 
Square Garden; this was the 
home-ring advantage—in Hart’s 
parents’ house, for goodness’ 
sake! 

The video crew met McMahon 
as he drove onto the Harts’ 
property and began filming the 
trio—McMahon, McMahon, and 
Brisco—documentary-style. 

“This is gonna make a heck of a 
video back in the States,” Shane 
said. 

Vince glared at his son. 

Hart was waiting at the front 
door. 


MI CASA, SU CASA 


“Who else is here?” McMahon 
asked the “Hitman.” 

“You three, the camera crew, 
Owen, and my folks. That’s it, as 
agreed.” 

“Fine. Where are we going?” 

“What's your rush, Vince?” Bret 
asked. “Take all the time you like. 
There are no tricks here. This isn't 
like the last time you and | were in 
Canada together,” Hart said, re- 
ferring to the infamous Survivor 
Series double-cross. “This is as 
honest as Calgary snow: you, 
me, the ring, and a camera for 
posterity. Want something to 
eat?” 

McMahon eyed his foe sus- 
piciously. “I’m fine.” 

“Drink?” 

McMahon glanced at Brisco, 
who pulled a bottle of Gatorade out 
of a handheld cooler he was 
carrying. 

Hart laughed. 

“You don’t trust a thing, do you? 
C'mon, Vince, let’s check out the 
Dungeon.” 

Stu watched his son ... 
smiled. 


and 


McMahon thinks dealing with “Stone-Cold” is difficult and unpleasant (above). He’s never had 


to deal with the pain of Bret’s figure-four leglock (below). 


THE DUNGEON 


McMahon had seen wrestling 
rings in homes before, but he’d 
never seen anything like this. Not 
that there was anything so un- 
usual in what he saw, but one look 
and you could sense the history 
that had been made in the room. 
The countless stars of the sport 
whose cries of agony had carried 
through the house. The innu- 
merable leglocks, headlocks, and 
maneuvers that had inflicted 
physical and mental pain on those 
both fortunate and unfortunate 
enough to step into this wrestling 
ring. 

History hung in the air like a 


smoky haze. 

And more history was about to 
be made. 

Before Hart disappeared into a 
side room, he indicated a bath- 
room where McMahon could get 
ready. While the combatants 
prepared themselves, the camera 
crew loaded up a fresh cartridge of 
videotape. 

Nobody quite knew what to 
expect. The atmosphere was very 
matter-of-fact. McMahon was 
accustomed to large crowds, but 
he was also accustomed to solo 
workouts in the gym. Still, this was 
pure Hart territory. Yet McMahon 
was confident: No outside inter- 
ference was possible, and even if 
he lost, how bad could it be? Sure, 


McMahon was no young- 
ster, but neither was 
Hart, 42 at the time of the 
match. McMahon had 
four inches and nearly 30 
pounds on his opponent, 
so how bad could it be? 

Hart appeared in 
simple, Steve Austin- 
style black trunks. Mc- 
Mahon emerged from the 
bathroom wearing the 
outfit he'd worn twice 
against Austin. 

The film crew fired up 
its camera. 

The moment of truth 
was at hand. 


HOW BAD IT 
COULD BE 


“Let's do it,” Hart said 
as he stepped into the 
ring. 

McMahon looked 
around the room. Brisco 
and his son. The camera 
crew. Stu Hart. That was 
it. 

“What about a ref- 
eree?” McMahon asked. 

“Don’t need no damn 
referee in the Dungeon,” 
Stu Hart said softly. 

Bret smiled. 

McMahon entered the 


ring. 

Slowly, Hart and McMahon 
circled each other. With no crowd 
cheering, the match was eerie: 
Each man could hear the other 
breathe. Every whisper seemed as 
loud as a scream. 

“Come on, you son of a...” Hart 
mumbled under his breath, his 
hands darting out every few 
seconds. 

The “Hitman” lunged at Mc- 
Mahon, taking him down to the 
canvas with a Russian legsweep. 
McMahon hit the mat with a 
sickening thud, and Hart scram- 
bled to hook up Vince’s leg. Mc- 
Mahon had fallen close to the 
corner and reached for the bot- 
tom rope just as Hart was about to 
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open the match with a sharp- 
shooter. 

Hart was in position for the 
hold. McMahon held the rope. Bret 
looked at the camera, then at Stu, 
who nodded. Bret let go of the 
hold. 

“Don’t need no damn referee in 
the Dungeon,” Stu Hart said again 
softly. 

The combatants circled each 
other again. McMahon, relying on 
his bodybuilder’s experience, went 
for a test of strength that dropped 
Bret to his knees and saw Stu’s 
eyebrows raise. Vince followed up 
with a kick to the midsection, an 
elbow to the back of Bret’s head, 
and an elbowsmash. 

“Go, Dad!” Shane screamed 
enthusiastically. The match 
stopped for a beat as everyone in 
the room looked at him. It was the 
last comment anyone at ringside 
would make. 

Bret struggled to his feet and 
began working a wristlock on 
McMahon, then followed up with a 
chicken wing. He brought Vince 
back to the mat and tried working 
him into position for a bow-and- 
arrow hold. Vince managed to 
escape the attempt and catch Bret 
in a full-nelson. 

Bret, still in the full-nelson, 
struggled to his feet, then scam- 
pered up the cornerpost and ex- 
ecuted a backflip that, because 
Vince was locked in the hold as 
well, flipped McMahon to the 
canvas. Now it was Bret’s turn to 
enjoy the advantage. He dragged 
Vince to the center of the ring and 
applied a figure-four leglock. 
Hard. McMahon screamed in 
pain. 

Upstairs, in the living room, 
Helen Hart cringed, the echoes of 
decades of such screams rever- 
berating in McMahon’s cries. 

Bret was beginning to enjoy the 
match. 

He released the hold, but 
kicked McMahon in his dimpled 
chin, stunning the WWF owner 
long enough to be able to flip him 
over into a sharpshooter in the 


66 WRESTLING SUPERSTARS 


Under the watchful eye of his father, Stu, Bret handled McMahon with the same 
aplomb as he did Curt Hennig in this match. Hart’s mat acumen and the bare bones 
atmosphere of the Dungeon set Vinnie Mac on his heels. 


middle of the ring. 

In the living room, Helen took 
the remote control from the tele- 
vision set and raised the volume 
to drown out the horrible 
sounds. 

“All right! All right! Enough!” 

McMahon had cried, “Uncle!” 
The match, suddenly, was over. 

Bret rolled out of the ring and 
propped himself against a wall, 
catching his breath, leaving Mc- 


Mahon writhing in pain by himself. 

Vince finally began to regain his 
composure. He glared at Bret, 
who stared back in silence. “That's 
it?” Vince asked. 

Bret reached into Brisco’s 
cooler, grabbed a Gatorade, took 
a swig, and wiped his mouth. 

“That's it. No Halloween tricks 
or treats. As straightforward and 
as honest as it gets. That's what 

(Continued on page 68) 
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SUPERSTAR DREAM MATCH 


(Continued from page 66) 


Vince’s temper flared up in the Dungeon just as it did when 
he slugged referee Earl Hebner several months ago (above), 
but Bret used his sharpshooter (right) to tame and humiliate 


the egotistical McMahon. 


the Dungeon is about. It’s wres- 
tling, sure, but it’s also about life. 
I’m getting dressed. As far as I’m 
concerned, we’re done here.” 

Bret left to take a shower. Mc- 
Mahon headed into the bathroom to 
change for the ride back to the 
airport. 

“Not bad, Vince,” Stu Hart said 
softly. “Not bad.” 


AFTERMATH 


Vince, Shane, and Brisco returned 
to Connecticut, where, three days 
later, as Hart had promised, a 
videotape copy of the match ar- 
rived via Federal Express. 
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“Do it,” Mc- 
Mahon said as 
he handed the 
tape to his son, 
who headed 
straight for the 
editing room to prepare a five- 
minute presentation for the next 
edition of Raw Is War. 

The following Monday, five 
minutes of nothing but McMahon 
beating up Bret, accompanied by 
the most propagandistic voiceover 
commentary by Vince himself, 
appeared on Raw. 

In Calgary, Owen and Bret 
watched Raw on cable. Bret was 
stone-faced. Owen was outraged. 


“Brother, that’s the most un- 
believable thing I’ve ever seen!” 
Owen screamed at the television. 
“Bret, Vince went and screwed 
you again.” 

The “Hitman” laughed softly as 
he rose from his chair and turned 
off the television set. 

“Nope,” he said with a clear 
conscience that no longer lusted for 
revenge, “Vince screwed Vince ... 


again.” oO 
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Add Bam Bam Bigelow to the list of WCW title contenders Bill Goldberg has defeat- 
ed. Reader Pham Duc Minh disagreed with our Stat-O-Chart score of 9.0 for 
Goldberg’s experience. 


of signs that people had at the 
last Raw in the Toronto Sky- 
Dome. A friend and | waited in 
line for nearly six hours to get 
good, close ringside seats, but 
we could barely see a thing due 
to the signs. There were thou- 
sands of them. It was a total joke. 
| don’t want to dog the WWF in 
any way, but we had a miserable 
time. We will never attend a live 
wrestling card again. 

The action was great from what 
| saw on TV, but when | asked a 
WWE crew member to do some- 
thing about the signs, he told me 
to go sit down. He was very, very 
rude. | wonder if everyone is treat- 
ed this way by the WWF staff. 

Dok Hendrix hyped up the card 
so great that we figured, Why not 
see it live? We forked out well 
over $100 each on souvenirs and 
posters. We work hard for our 
money and spend it wisely, but not 
this time. We were fooled. 

| am totally loyal to the WWF 


and have been for years, but | feel 
let down in a big way. 

JAMES REEDYK 

Peterborough, Ontario 


STAT-O-CONTROVERSY 
| really enjoyed the Stat-O-Charts 
feature in the June 1999 issue, but | 
must take exception to some of the 
scores you issued to various 
wrestlers. The most glaring mistake 
was awarding Taz a mere 8.5 for 
power. He deserves a 9.5. Is this 
not a pound-for-pound evaluation? 
Next would be Goldberg’s score of 
9.0 for experience. The only ranked 
opponent Goldberg hasn't faced is 
Bret Hart. Again, Goldberg de- 
serves a 9.5 at least. Third was the 
9.0 Rob Van Dam scored in condi- 
tioning, science, and speed. When 
was the last time your panel of 
experts saw Van Dam wrestle? 
These marks were way off, but oth- 
erwise the section was great. 
PHAM DUC MINH 
Philadelphia, PA (_] 
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on January 25. 

“All | know is that | am a woman 
of the ’90s,” Debra said. “And | 
know how to use my body. If | took 
this beautiful body away from 
Owen and Jeff, they wouldn’t be 
the same. They need to realize 
that.” 

Neither Perry Saturn nor 
Raven has done very much to 
distinguish himself after Saturn 
defeated his former mentor to lib- 
erate The Flock at Fall Brawl last 
September, but the two experi- 
enced a reunion of sorts when 

‘Saturn came to Raven’s aid dur- 

ing a recent handicap match 
against WCW tag team champi- 
ons Dean Malenko and Chris 
Benoit. 

Saturn and Raven worked 
‘together so seamlessly and with 
such perfect timing that it looked 
as if they had never been es- 
tranged. In fact, Saturn and Raven 
would have been crowned the new 
tag team champs if Saturn legally 
entered the match. It was his rings 
of Saturn that forced Benoit to 
submit, but since Saturn was 
never officially entered into the 
match, referee Randy Anderson 
declared the bout a no-contest. 
Their impressive showing immedi- 
ately had Saturn talking reconcilia- 
tion. But will the bad feelings 
between the two men resurface 
soon? 

“As long as Raven doesn’t get 
on that power trip again, | think 
me and him could go far in WCW, 
especially since the tag team 
scene is kind of weak right now,” 
Saturn admitted. “Il would hope 
the time he spent at home cooled 
him out. Maybe he found his 
head.” 

Raven said he also thinks his 
partnership with Saturn has 
tremendous potential, though he 
admits he doesn’t trust Saturn 
completely. 
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GRAPEVINE 


(Continued from page 6) 


“| don’t know if | understand all 
these changes Saturn has gone 
through,” Raven declared. “It kind 
of freaks me out sometimes. | 
never know what he’s gonna do 
next.” 

This year’s ECWA Super 8 
Tournament winner is Steve 
Bradley, who was a last-minute 
substitution for Reckless Youth. 
Reckless was forced to bow out 
just days before the tourney with 
an injury, but registered this opin- 
ion on the Super 8 proceedings: 
“| don’t know how he can call 
himself the winner until he de- 
feats me,” Reckless complained. 
“| won't recognize him as the win- 
ner until that happens” ... Jerry 
Lynn had the ECW TV title hand- 
ed to him by referee John 
Finnegan at Living Dangerously 


on March 21, but he turned it 
down after going to a 20-minute 
draw with champ Rob Van Dam. 
Instead, both wrestlers agreed to 
go five more minutes, and Van 
Dam eventually won. But Lynn 
says he'd do the same thing 
again in a similar situation. “I’m 
not sure you can win a belt by 
decision in professional wres- 
tling,” he explained. “And after 
seeing all the nonsense sur- 
rounding the recent [Evander] 
Holyfield-[Lennox] Lewis draw, 
| want there to be a clear-cut win- 
ner and a clear-cut loser. | might 
not always get the push | de- 
serve, but I'd rather make head- 
lines for winning the title, not for 
controversy” ... Speaking of Van 
Dam, he recently endowed him- 
self with yet another nickname: 
“Mr. P-P-V RVD.” He has also 


As hard as it is to believe, Saturn has indeed reunited with Raven. But Raven 
admits that his new tag team partner “kind of freaks me out sometimes.” 
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ECW TV title contender Jerry Lynn is 
determined to make wrestling headlines 
the old-fashioned way—by earning 
them. He decided he would rather pin 
Rob Van Dam for the title than be hand- 
ed the belt via some bogus decision. 


been known to refer to himself as 
“The Whole Show” and “Mr. 
Monday Night” ... The four-year 
reign of NWA heavyweight cham- 
pion Dan Severn came to an end 
on March 14 when the UFO’s 
Naoya Ogawa forced him to sub- 
mit to his SOS finisher at the 
Yokohama Arena. Severn made 
a rare tactical blunder when he 
moved for Ogawa’s leg and 
caught a knee to the face, allow- 
ing the UFO star to lock on his 
submission hold. Despite the 
gaffe, “The Beast” remains confi- 
dent he will get the belt back. “By 
the time this story goes to press, 
I'll be the NWA champion again,” 
Severn told WRESTLING SUPER- 
STARS. “| made a mistake and he 
caught me. It won’t happen 
again.” 0 
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test he had taken extremely seri- 
ously. 

“Man, oh, man, | never saw X- 
Pac so uptight,” remarked Jesse 
James, a fellow member of De- 
Generation X. “Unless it’s a big-time 
match or something like that, none 
of us usually think about our oppo- 
nents until we go through the cur- 
tain. But we told him he needed to 
take this match. We had to find out if 
losing to Shane was bringing him 
down in a big way. You gotta have 
that swagger if you’re gonna run 
with the DX boys. He really seemed 
worried about this match. | think the 
‘Pac-man’ was bitin’ his nails for 
seven days straight.” 

X-Pac, an eight-year veteran, 
worried about Test? Why would a 
man who has held championships 
wherever he has competed be wor- 
ried about a bodyguard-turned-rook- 
ie wrestler? 

“If you were in his position, and 
you lost a title to Shane McMahon, 
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X-PAC 


(Continued from page 15) 


Test thinks he has con- 
trol over X-Pac, who 
moments later stunned 


Test with a boot to the 
back of the head. 


wouldn't you be a little 
screwed up in the 
head?” said James. 
“He was doubting him- 
self a little bit. But I’m 
just glad he took our 
advice and took that 
match. It wasn’t easy 
for him. Shane had 
him all worked up the 
week before. Wouldn’t 
hang with us, wouldn't 
see the sights with me 
or Billy. He kept watch- 
ing tapes of big guys 
and pumping the iron. 
He really got prepared 
for if.” 

The clash between 
X-Pac and Test oc- 
curred a few weeks before Wres- 
tleMania XV. Although Test hadn’t 
wrestled many opponents the cal- 


iber of X-Pac, Shane McMahon 
thought the massive ex-bodyguard 
for Motley Crue could handle an 
injury-prone light heavyweight. 

He was wrong. 

X-Pac started the bout by luring 
Test, then dodging him at the last 
second. After a minute of this cat- 
and-mouse strategy, Test gained 
control with power moves such as 
clotheslines and bodyslams. X-Pac 
regained control by surprising Test 
with an enzuigiri and a spinning heel 
kick. In less than five minutes of 
action, X-Pac knew Test was a beat- 
en man. His confidence was back. 

While a pumped up X-Pac mo- 
tioned to the crowd and clenched his 
fists, Shane crept to ringside. Test, 
exhausted, backed into a corner and 
distracted the referee. Out of the 
corner of his eye, X-Pac saw Mc- 
Mahon charging with the European 
belt, but it was too late! 

Smash! 

A stunned X-Pac sank to the 
canvas. Shane slid out of the ring 
while Test scored the pinfall. Blood 
began to drip from a laceration on 


Even though he hooks the leg, Test is unable to score the pinfall on the smaller, 
lighter X-Pac. 


X-Pac’s forehead. 

He had lost another battle against 
Shane McMahon, but he gained a 
very important psychological victory 
over Test. 

X-Pac is capable of defeating 
any light heavyweight in the sport. 
But being wrestling’s best light 
heavyweight is hardly a ticket to 
stardom. X-Pac knows he must 
beat the heavyweights to be truly 
great. And how can he expect to 
beat the heavyweights if he lets a 
fluke loss to the son of a promoter 
faze him? Actually, if he lets any 
loss bother him for too long, he 
has no shot of beating men who 
are much bigger and stronger 
than he is. 

“Every wrestler faces intimida- 
tion,” reflected X-Pac. “The trick is 
not to allow that intimidation to 
become fear. It’s all right to be 
intimidated, because that makes 
your adrenaline pump harder and 
helps you focus on the things that 
are working against you. Fear 
makes you lose hope and gives 
your opponent a pass. 

“| used to fall into the trap of feel- 
ing guilty for being small. Nowadays, 
I'm out to make these super heavy- 


A well-placed boot to the chin 
lets Test know that X-Pac may be 
lighter than him, but he’s not to 
be taken lightly. 


weights feel downright ashamed for 
being so big ... and so outclassed 
by me.” 

X-Pac has never enjoyed the 
reputation of being a giant killer, like 
Spike Dudley and Rey Misterio Jr. 
have. And he hasn’t done well 
against giant-sized WWF stars in 
the past such as Diesel, The 
Undertaker, and Kane. But his 
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tremendous performance against 
Test boosted his confidence. And 
he needed that boost after losing a 
title to a non-wrestler. 

Cynics will say X-Pac’s perfor- 
mance against Test didn’t prove 
much, since he was caught com- 
pletely off-guard at WrestleMania 
when “Triple-H” betrayed him and 
helped Shane pin X-Pac again. But 
the interview he did the following 
night at Raw was a lot more telling. 
He was practically screaming into a 
microphone when he told Helmsley 
that DX would not die just because 
he had gone Corporate. He vowed 
that he, Gunn, and James could 
make the clique work. And he wres- 
tled as aggressively as he ever had 
when he took on “Triple-H” later 
that night. 

It became clear by the time Raw 
ended that night that X-Pac was the 
new leader of DX. The following 
night, X-Pac and Kane cleanly 
defeated Owen Hart and Jeff Jarrett 
for the World tag team champi- 
onship. 

“ve never been more confident 
in my life,” said X-Pac. “Vince 
McMahon, Shane McMahon, 
Hunter, Chyna—none of them can 
bring me down.” 

Not since he passed the Test. 4 


te. 


Now that X-Pac has wrestled so well against a bigger man like Test, his spirits are 
flying high. Look for him to do very weil as the new leader of DeGeneration X. 
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another clique, each journey moti- 
vated by the desire to find his 
place in wrestling history. 

There are two sides to this 
melancholy story. Now, without the 
belt, Mankind is more desperate 
than ever to serve under some 
other despot'’s rule. He has to, he 
knows, for there is no guarantee 
he’ll be around for WrestleMania 
XVI. The bumps hurt, the blood is 
real, and his insides resemble 
overcooked spaghetti. 

But what about the future? 

“Taking chair shots might not 
look good on my resume,” laughed 
Mankind recently. “Maybe | could 
be a mailman. But | wouldn't look 
too good in the shorts.” 

So Mankind is doing what he 
thinks he does best: He’s soliciting 
a job as a whipping boy. 

His skills in this field are un- 
equaled. Just ask The Rock. 


r=- ea 
MOVING? 
' Kindly give us 8 weeks advance notice 


j Are you moving? If so, please give 
lus 8 weeks advance notice so we 
I can continue to service your sub- 
I scription promptly. Check the maga- 
! zine(s) listed below you subscribe to: 


(1 PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
(1 THE WRESTLER 

CD INSIDE WRESTLING 

0 


WRESTLING SUPERSTARS/ 
WRESTLE AMERICA 


(Q THE WRESTLING ANALYST 
(1 PWI WEEKLY 


al 


NAME 

OLD ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE ZIP 
NEW ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE ZIP 


EFFECTIVE DATE 
CLIP THIS FORM AND SEND TO: 
LONDON PUBLISHING CO. 

DEPT 9, P.O. BOX 2029 
LMARION, OH/49302_ 


SEEING BEICOS 
a 


76 WRESTLING SUPERSTARS 


MANKIND 


(Continued from page 41) 


Don’t bet against Mankind and The Undertaker joining forces. Then again, if the 
price is right, don’t bet against Mankind and Undertaker feuding again, either. 


“Mick Foley brings out a differ- 
ent side of The Rock. You see 
that side taking a chair and bash- 
ing his brains in with it. Putting 
him through this table, through 
that wall. Wham! The guy makes 
others look good by being so 
bad.” 

Mankind is like the movie stunt- 
man who never gets credit for a 
performance. And now he’s a free 
agent, looking for a new contract. 

So who will hire out the WWF's 
top whipping boy? Go toward the 
heat, and that’s likely where 
Mankind will appear. Right now, 
the biggest war is being raged 
among The Ministry, the Corpora- 
tion, Steve Austin, and a splin- 
tered DX led by Hunter Hearst 
Helmsley and X-Pac. 

“Mick Foley would be a good 
addition to any organization look- 
ing for someone to take a beating 
on its behalf,” joked Jerry Lawler. 

Don't scoff, because “The King” 
may have a point. Mankind is the 
quintessential human distraction. 
The guy who takes the beating 
while the partner executes the fin- 
ishing move for the pinfall. And 


given the underhanded nature of 
people like Chyna and Big Boss- 
man, Mankind might yet find a 
home as a Corporate consultant, 
doing odd jobs for Vince McMahon, 
protecting his headline players from 
psychos such as The Undertaker. 

And don’t forget who brought 
Mankind to the WWF: none other 
than Paul Bearer. 

“Those who tread in darkness 
live without a light in their burning 
souls,” said Undertaker. “Mankind 
was born in a silhouette of decay 
and degradation; his heart knows 
no peace, and he will never rest 
until he creeps out of the grave- 
yard of his past. He must walk 
with the soldiers of the darkness.” 

Sounds like an invitation to join 
Bearer’s ranks. But will Mankind 
recognize the message? Or is he 
waiting for other signs that will tell 
him which path will lead him to 
redemption? Groups such as the 
Corporation, DX, and The Ministry 
are eager to find out. 

And Mankind, who might finally 
be starting to realize his true value 
in the WWF, is eager to get the 
best deal he can. O 
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Each issue, the editors of this magazine find it necessary 
to condemn those in wrestling who subvert the 
basic principles of decency, integrity, and honesty. 
They must be condemned . . . and ultimately stopped! 


HATEVER HAPPENED 
to the straight-shooting 
bastion of wrestling tra- 


dition who always maintained his 
integrity no matter how salacious 
or disturbing the WWF storylines 
became? It seems now that 
WWF play-by-play man Jim Ross 
is getting right down in the mud 
with his co-workers, and it is all 
because of some irrational belief 
on Ross’ part that the WWF is to 
blame for his recent string of per- 
sonal problems. 

Ross’ misfortune has been 
well-documented. He lost his 
mother and an uncle in a rela- 
tively short span this winter. 
Then came a recurrence of the 
Bell’s palsy that threatened his 
career a few years ago. With his 
face paralyzed by the debilitat- 
ing neurological disease, the 
WWF decided to pull J.R. from 
his on-air role until his condition 
improved. So in stepped Mi- 
chael Cole, who did an ad- 
mirable job in Ross’ stead. So 
admirable, in fact, that Ross felt 
it was necessary to make a 
return to Raw. But the Jim Ross 
who returned to Raw on Feb- 
ruary 28 was clearly not the 
same man many call the best 
announcer in the business. It 
was obvious from Ross’ speech 
and appearance that he simply 
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was not ready. And it was also 
obvious that Ross was angry. 

The first target of Ross’ ire 
was Bart Gunn, who had knock- 
ed out Ross’ friend and personal 
favorite to win the 
“Brawl For All,” Steve 
Williams. Ross took it 
as a personal affront 
when Gunn bragged 
about “knocking out 
J.R.’s boy” and even- 
ed the score by slap- 
ping Gunn in the face. 

The next victim was 
Michael Cole. Cole 
was invited into the 
ring for an interview 
with Ross, who verbal- 
ly abused his replace- 
ment before kicking 
him in the groin and 
ordering him to the 
dressing room. Ross 
tried to assume Cole’s 
place at the broadcast 
booth, but he was 
called off by Vince 
McMahon. 

The final straw 
came on the night 
Ross instructed a car- 
penter’s crew to build 
a broadcast table with 
his initials on it directly 
in front of the WWF 
table on Raw. Ross 


then donned a headset upon its 
completion and ran verbal inter- 
ference on Cole all night long. 
Ross took it as another personal 
swipe when Bob Holly accidental- 


Good ol’ J.R. hasn’t been acting like his good ol’ self 
lately. In fact, after being yanked from his on-air role 
with good cause, Ross has unfairly accused the WWF 
of sabotaging his career. 


Ross slapped “Brawl For All” winner Bart Gunn, who annoyed Ross by bragging 


about his knockout of J.R.’s friend Steve Williams. Since when is Ross a sore 
loser? After a recent string of bad luck ... for which the WWF is not responsible. 


ly fell through the table, and 
sicked his new “bodyguard,” 
Williams, on the former Hardcore 
champ. 

Throughout his ordeal, Ross 
has complained that the WWF is 
preventing him from doing his 
job. But this fact remains: Ross 
simply isn’t ready to call a match 
yet. A substandard announcer 
should never get the nod over a 
Capable announcer, even if that 


substandard announcer is Jim 
Ross. 

Any compassionate person 
can sympathize with Ross and 
even understand his behavior, 
but that does not excuse him for 
striking out at his co-workers. It 
was the fickle hand of fate, not 
Bart Gunn nor Michael Cole nor 
Bob Holly, that initiated his bad 
luck. Jim Ross should stop blam- 
ing the WWF. O 


Ross has gotten so out of hand that he thinks he has the right to commandeer a 
headset whenever he feels like it, even though he hasn't fully overcome the effects 
of Bell’s palsy. Time to wake up, J.R.! 
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TOP 10 TAG TEAMS 
| STEVE AUSTIN KANE & X-PAC 
252, Victoria, TX Combined weight: 557 pounds 
(5) WWF World champion {-) WWE World tag team champions 
2 DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE 2 BILLY KIDMAN & REY MISTERIO JR. 
260, Tampa, FL Combined weight: 335 pounds 
(-) WCW World champion {-) WCW World tag team champions 
3 THE ROCK 3 BILLY GUNN & JESSE JAMES 
272, Miami, FL Combined weight: 496 pounds 
(3) No. 2 contender: WWF World title {-) No. 1 contenders: WWF World title 
4 HOLLYWOOD HOGAN CHRIS BENOIT & DEAN MALENKO 


275, Venice Beach, CA 

{-) No. 2 contender: WCW World title 
3 MANKIND 

277, Truth or Consequences, NM 

(1) No. 3 contender: WWF World title 
6 SCOTT STEINER 

251, Detroit, MI 

(-) Wew U.S. champion 
7 STING 

260, Venice Beach, CA 

(4) No. 3 contender: WCW World title 


Combined weight: 434 pounds 
(5) No. 1 contenders: WCW World tag title 
5 PERRY SATURN & RAVEN 
Combined weight: 469 pounds 
{-) No. 2 contenders: WCW World tag title 
6 OWEN HART & JEFF JARRETT 
Combined weight: 457 pounds 
(1) No. 2 contenders: WWF World tag title 
7 SABU & ROB VAN DAM 
Combined weight: 457 pounds 
2) ECW tag team champions 
8 JUN AKIYAMA & KENTA KOBASHI 
Combined weight: 491 pounds 
(6) All-Japan International tag team champions 
9 BUH BUH RAY & D-VON DUDLEY 
Combined weight: 585 pounds 
(7) No. 1 contenders: ECW tag title 
10 BRADSHAW & FAAROOQ 
Combined weight: 600 pounds 


8 TAZ 
248, Red Hook, NY 
(8) ECW heavyweight champion 
9 THE UNDERTAKER 
328, parts unknown 
(-) No. 4 contender: WWF World title 
10 RIC FLAIR 
243, Charlotte, NC 


(7) No. 4 contender: WCW World title Steve Austin (10) No. 3 contenders: WWF World tag title 
DN ___._.__.________ | 
Wwcw WWF ECW NWA 
World Champion: World Champion: ECW Champion: NWA Champion: 
DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE STEVE AUSTIN TAZ NAOYA OGAWA 
(7) 260, Tampa, Fl (3) 252, Victoria, TX (C} 248, Red Hook, NY (2) 286, Tokyo, Japan 

1—SCOTT STEINER 1—THE GODFATHER 1—ROB VAN DAM 1—DOUG GILBERT 

(6) 251, Detroit, MI [-] 340, Las Vegas, NV (1) 237, Battle Creek, MI (4) 241, Lexington, TN 

2—HOLLYWOOD HOGAN 2—THE ROCK 2—SHANE DOUGLAS 2—DAN SEVERN 

(C) 275, Venice Beach, CA (C) 272, Miami, FL (4) 240, Pittsburgh, PA (C) 265, Detroit, MI 

3—STING 3—MANKIND 3—JUSTIN CREDIBLE 3—PSYCHO SID 

(3) 260, Venice Beach, CA (2) 277, Truth or Consequences, NM (5) 225, Waterbury, CT (-) 318, West Memphis, AR 

4—RIC FLAIR 4—THE UNDERTAKER 4—CHRIS CANDIDO 4—COLORADO KID 

(4) 243, Charlotte, NC (5) 328, parts unknown {-) 226, Carteret, NJ (1) 231, Denver, CO 

5—BILL GOLDBERG 5—PAUL WIGHT 5—SABU 5—£.Z. RYDER 

(2) 270, Tulsa, OK {-) 500, Atlanta, GA (2) 220, Bombay (7) 230, Dallas, TX 

6—REY MISTERIO JR. 6—KEN SHAMROCK 6—JERRY LYNN 6—MIKE ROSELLI 

(-) 140, San Diego, CA (4) 235, San Bernardino, CA (7) 214, Minneapolis, MN } 265, Vancouver, British Columbia 

7—BOOKER T 7—GOLDUST 7—TOMMY DREAMER 7—SAMU 

(-) 250, Harlem, NY (-) 254, Austin, TX (3) 245, Yonkers, NY (5) 310, Allentown, PA 

8—KONNAN 8—HUNTER HEARST HELMSLEY 8—2 COLD SCORPIO 8—GARY STEELE 

(-) 237, Mexico City, Mexico (9) 279, Greenwich, CT {-) 222, Denver, CO (-] 241, London, England 

9—BILLY KIDMAN 9—BOB HOLLY 9—LANCE STORM 9—DORY FUNK JR. 

(8) 195, Allentown, PA (10) 231, Talladega, AL (6) 234, Calgary, Alberta (8) 250, Amarillo, TX 
10—BAM BAM BIGELOW 10—JESSE JAMES 10—SPIKE DUDLEY 10—STEVEN DUNN 

(10) 368, Mt. Laurel, NJ {-) 240, Marietta, GA (10) 155, Philadelphia, PA [-) 240, Dallas, TX 
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OFFICIAL 


RATINGS 


Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent 
skill of each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editorial board. 
All other ratings are based on the official current positions of challengers to the top title in each category; 
certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings. The number in parentheses 
indicates a wrestler's position in that category last issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that 
category last issue. while (C) indicates the wrestler was champion in that category last issue. 


EAST COAST WRESTLING ASSOCIATION: Champion—Christian Cage; 1—Mr. Ooh La 
La; 2—Lance Diamond; 3—Stevie Richards; 4—Inferno Kid; 5—Glen Osbourne; 6-—Steve 
Bradley; 7—Christopher Daniels; 8—Devon Storm; 9—Ace Darling: 10-—Reckless Youth. 


EASTERN WRESTLING ALLIANCE: Champion—Naster Sandy; 1—Dave Vicious; 2—Rick 
Martel; 3—Tom Brandi: 4—King Kong Bundy; 5—Steve Ramsey; 6—Bob Orton; 7— 
Hercules; 8—Kidd USA; 9—Jimmy Snuka; 10—Tony Atlas, 


GLOBAL PRO WRESTLING: Champion—Steve Sharp; 1—Bull Hansen; 2—Jeff Jett; 
3—Treach Phillips Jr. 4—New York Nightmare; 5—Tim Storm; 6—Blade Boudreaux: 7— 
Bill Ash; $—Johnny Jett; 9—Drill Instructor; 10—Jomes Grizzly, 


MARYLAND CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—Romeo Valentino; 1— 
Heodbanger Mosh; 2—Tom Brandi; 3—King Kong Bundy; 4—Corporal Punishment; 5— 
Lance Diamond; 6—Jimmy Cicero; 7—Stevie Richards; 8—Julio Sanchez; 9—Cueball 
Carmichael; 10—Cillberg. 


MIDWEST RENEGADE WRESTLING: Champion—Violent Caster; 1—Pete Madden; 2— 
Madman Pondo; 3—Big Bod Ben; 4—Jack Miller: 5—Ty Dalton; 6—Bull Pain; 7—Deno 
Blade; &—Jimmy Snuka; 9—Jacques LaFours; 10—Tuff Tony. 


MUSIC CITY WRESTLING: Champion—Colorado Kid; 1—Chris Michaels; 2—Steven 
Dunn; 3—Bart Sawyer; 4—Reno Riggins; 5—Bill Dundee; 6-—Cory Williams; 7—Prodigy; 
8—Shone Eden; 9—Barnyard Briggs; 10—Christian York. 


| For period ended April 15,1999 | period ended April 15, 1999 


NWA GEORGIA: Champion—Lord Humongous; 1—Billy Black; 2—Joel Deaton; 3—Rex 
King: 4—Prodigy; 5—Silky Boom Boom; 6—Vie Violent; 7—Frenchy Riviera; 8—Michael 
Todd; 9—Tiger Khan; 10—Bulldog Raines. 


NWA NEW ENGLAND: Champion—Knuckles Nelson; 1—Curtis Slamdawg; 2—Erich 
Sbraccia; 3—The i a McGrath; 5—Bob Evans; 6-—Tre; 7—Diamond:; 
8—I.D. DeVito; 9—Jay Kobain; 10—Trooper Gilmore. 


PENNSYLVANIA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—Title Vacant; 1—Flash 
Flanagan; 2—Lance Diamond; 3—Reckless Youth; 4—Chris Krueger; 5—Glen Osbourne; 
6—Tommy Golden; 7—Mr. Ooh La La; &—J.J. Johnston; 9—El Fuego; 10—Scott Furie, 


SOUTHERN CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—Otto Schwanz; 1—Venom; 
2—C.W. Anderson; 3—Jeff Hardy; 4—Matt Hardy; 5—Tood; 6—Major DeBeers; 7— 
Juice; 8—Poison Ivey; 9—Boris Dragoff; 10—Lhilly Willy. 


TENNESSEE MOUNTAIN WRESTLING: Champion—Title Vacant; 1—Ron Garvin; 2— 
Tony Anthony; 3—Jeff Anderson; 4—Tim Horner; 5—Jimmy Golden; 6—Eddie Golden; 
7—Dr. Dan; &—Sammy V; 9—Zane Rivers; 10—Mike Powers. 


UNIVERSAL FIGHTING ARTS ORGANIZATION: Champion—Title Vacant; 1—Nooya 
Ogawa; 2—Dan Severn; 3—Gerard Gordeal; 4—Kazunari Murakami; 5—Alexonder 
Otsuka; 6—Tiger Mask; 7—Kimura Koichiro; 8—Tiger Mask IV; 9—Orlando Wiet; 10— 
Jason Bress, 


ALL-JAPAN 
NEW JAPAN Triple Crown Champion: 
IWGP Champion: VADER 
rape mute (1) 450, Denver, CO 

yu ORYOR OPN 1—MITSUHARU MISAWA 
Scr en 
2—DON FRYE Tokyo, 

(10) 205, Sierra Vista, AZ a eee SpE pest 
SoH 285, Tle, loa tn onda ra 
amb cvitte erated (6) 230, Hiroshima, Japan 

(es lM I 5—YOSHINARI OGAWA 
5—KENSUKE SASAKI (8) 202, Fichigi, Japan 


(2) 233, Tokyo, Japan 


6—TOSHIAKI KAWADA 
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9—SATOSHI KOJIMA (9) 221, Tokyo, Japan 
(7) 223, Tokyo, Japan 10—JOHNNY ACE 


10—HIROYOSHI TENZAN 
(3) 270, Tokyo, Japan 


[-) 250, San Bernardino, CA 


EMLL AAA 
EMLL Champion: AAA Champion: 
RAYO DE JALISCO JR. PERRO AGUAYO 
{C) 270, Guadalajara, Mexico (C) 220, Zacatecas, Mexico 
1—EL HIJO DEL SANTO 1—HEAVY METAL 
(1) 180, Tulancingo, Mexico (1) 180, Mexico City, Mexico 
2—SCORPIO JR. 2—ABISMO NEGRO 
(2) 195, Nezahaulcoyoti, Mexico (4) 210, Pachua, Mexico 
3—NEGRO CASAS 3—PENTAGON 
(3) 175, Mexico City, Mexico (2) 175, Pachuca, Mexico 
4—ZUMBIDO 4—CHARLY MANSON 
(5) 210, Acapulco, Mexico (5) 221, Mexico City, Mexico 
5—ULTIMO GUERRERO 5—OCTAGON 
(4) 173, Mexico City, Mexico (3) 180, Monterrey, Mexico 
6—DR. WAGNER JR. 6—BLUE DEMON JR. 
(8) 215, Mexico City, Mexico (8) 180, Toluca, Mexico 
7—BLACK WARRIOR 7—JERRY ESTRADA 
(7) 221, Mexico City, Mexico {6} 239, Montclova, Mexico 
8—SILVER KING 8—PERRO AGUAYO JR. 
(6) 245, Coahuela, Mexico (7} 165, Zacatecas, Mexico 
9—EMILIO CHARLES JR. 9—LATIN LOVER 
(9) 222, Mexico City, Mexico (9) 190, Monterrey, Mexico 
10—FUERZA GUERRERA 10—MOSCO MERCED Il 
(10) 180, Mexico City, Mexico (10) 221, parts unknown 
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RATINGS ANALYSIS 


This column will tell fans how we go about rating over 200 
wrestlers in 22 different categories. It is a behind-the-scenes look 
at the most important-and respected-ratings system in the sport. 
This column is vital reading for all wrestling fans! 


Talkin’ tag teams ... It’s nice to see that we have a lot 
of very strong teams in our Top 10 in this issue. We've 
chosen to rank the reigning WWF World tag team 
champions, Kane and X-Pac, at the top of the heap for 
now. They actually won the belts from Owen Hart and 
Jeff Jarrett in their first match as a duo and don’t spend 
any time talking strategy before their matches, but that 
obviously hasn’t stopped them from becoming a force. 

Even though they make use of drastically different 
styles, they keep their opponents off-balance by hitting 
them with all sorts of moves. When Kane is in the ring, his 
opponents have to stop him from using his astounding 
power, or they stand no chance against him. It’s also a 
good idea for them to try to keep Kane moving and thus 
tire him out. 

When Kane tags X-Pac, all of a sudden they have to 
worry about X-Pac’s quickness and his ability to deliver 
spinning kicks, dropkicks, savate kicks, and other types of 
kicks in rapid succession. Since X-Pac weighs a mere 212 
pounds, he can be overpowered fairly easily. 

When Kane and X-Pac are 
in the ring at the same time, 
they can beat their opponents 
in so many ways. 

It might take a while for 
others to figure out how to 
beat this team, so if Kane and 
X-Pac can continue to get 
along (that’s a very big if, 
considering Kane’s unpredic- 
table nature), they could 
dominate the WWF’s tag team 
ranks and hang on to this top spot for months to come. 

We went with Kane and X-Pac over WCW champs 
Billy Kidman and Rey Misterio Jr. in the ratings simply 
because Kane and X-Pac have been paying more attention 
to their belts. In addition to the WCW World tag team 
title, Misterio also must concer himself with defending 
the cruiserweight championship. He beat his partner in a 
match for that title at Spring Stampede, and now it looks 
like animosity is building up between them. (Remember, 
Misterio was quite upset when Kidman was not around to 
help him after he was jumped by Chris Benoit and Dean 
Malenko at the April 12 Nitro.) 

You might have also noticed that the current ECW 
champions, Rob Van Dam and Sabu, have slipped all the 


X-Pac 
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way down to the seventh spot 
in the tag team ratings, below 
the top two contenders to both 
the WWE and WCW world 
tag team titles. We dropped 
them because they haven’t 
been defending their belts. 

As crazy as Sabu is, even 
he realized it was a good idea 
to take some time off after he 
suffered a triple-fracture of his 
jaw this spring. He did wrestle 
with his jaw heavily taped when he challenged Taz for the 
ECW heavyweight title at Living Dangerously. But he hurt 
his jaw further in that match. Of course, he has since 
interfered in his share of matches while nursing the injury. 

Van Dam, on the other hand, has focused on defending 
his ECW TV title at most ECW shows, and the tag team 
title has gone largely ignored. Perhaps it’d be a good idea 
for ECW (and WCW, too) to make a rule stating that no 
man can hold more than one title in the promotion at the 
same time ... or one that says any man who does hold 
more than one title may be ordered to defend both on any 
given card. 


Where’s “Da Man”? You might-be surprised by the 
fact that Bill Goldberg didn’t make our Top 10 for the 
first time in a long time in this magazine (he was number 
two as recently as last month). Just to clarify, this doesn’t 
mean we think all the superstars who did make our Top 10 
this issue are better wrestlers than Goldberg, or that they 
could beat the former WCW World champ one-on-one. 

It isn’t all Goldberg’s fault that he’s not in the Top 10. 
He has tried to get more shots at the World title. But he’s 
been stuck with a lot of matches against the likes of 
Meng, Hugh Morris, and Bam Bam Bigelow. He has 
beaten all these guys cleanly and decisively more than 
once, so he ought to be getting more high-profile matches 
like the one he got against Kevin Nash at Spring 
Stampede (he won cleanly). 


That’s it for now. As always, if you have any 
comments or questions pertaining to our ratings, we’d 
love to hear from you. Write to: “Ratings Analysis,” c/o 
WRESTLING SUPERSTARS, Box 1148, Fort Washington, 
PA 19034. 


For a limited time, we 
are making the prestigious 
PWI T-shirt available to our 
readers. The last time we 
sold the PWI“T” was 4 
nearly 10 years ago! 


Don’t miss your chance to get 
this 100% preshrunk cotton, 
Hanes Beefy T, with an oversized 
three-color version of one of the 
most recognized logos in 
wrestling. Theseshigh quality 
black shirts are only $16.95 (plus 
$2.50 for shipping and handling). 


YES, | would like to order a Pro Wrestling Illustrated T-shirt. 
| have enclosed $16.95 (plus $2.50 for shipping and handling) 
for each T-shirt ordered. My check or money order is made 
Payable to London Publishing Co. or | provided my credit card 
information to charge my purchase. 


Name 
Address 
City 


Apt. # 
State_—Zip 
>) Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 
LC] VISA# 


——————— oe eeeeESSFSMSMSSSSSsmMMSFsFsfefseseF 


| MasterCard # 


Expiration Date: oy - 
MO/ YR 


Signature: 


SS 


QUANTITY 


|, M | giees | 
Sub-total 


Postage & Handling, add $2.50 per shirt 
For orders outside the U.S. add $5 per shirt 


Total Enclosed 


SEND TO: 


London Publishing Co. 
P.O. Box 910 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. International money 
orders in U.S. funds only. 
4914/01-99/4c 


When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated magazine has all the inside information 
you want and it’s only a phone call away. 

If it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on 
the road, you’ll hear it here first. 

To get all the breaking stories from every federation, 
call the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now and 
you'll be the first to learn about ... 


Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you 
want to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. 
Selected letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


CALL NOW 
IN THE U.S., 1-900-884-4PWI 
IN CANADA, 1-900-451-3101 
IN THE U.K., 0897 555 263 
“neotenic toe phi ga 


$2.49. Cost per minute in the 
Kids, get. you 


